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Choice 


By Gene Farrell 


STOOD at dawn and watched the heavens 
glow 
With glory far surpassing that of day ; 
The colors crept in tandem, row on row, 
Until the sky was filled with their display. 
But then, as swiftly as the sun appeared 
Above the eastern rim, this beauty, too, 
Was seen to fade from sight, as though it 
feared 
The blinding sun and empyreal blue. 


So in the dusk of this mortality 
Let us discern the splendor of this hour, 
When like those. sunrise clouds our lives 
may be 
Refractors of His hidden grace and power ; 
For once are we this greatest glory given: 
To manifest, by faith, the light of Heaven. 


Grace and Peace 

From the point of view of time, there 
are only three periods that can cause 
the Christian any anxiety. These are 
the past, the present, and the future. 
Unquestionably they are fraught with 
tremendous possibilities. But for all 
three God has made wonderful pro- 
vision, and it is summed up by the aged 
and beloved disciple John in his saluta- 
tion to the seven churches in Asia: 
“Grace be unto you, and peace, from him 
which is, and which was, and which is 
to come” (Rey. 1:4). The only source 
of true peace for anyone is the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself, and for all those 
who receive him as Saviour and trust 
him his grace and his peace are suffi- 
cient. He “bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree” (1 Pet. 2:24); “heis able 
also to save them to the uttermost that 





come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them” 
(Heb. 7:25); he said: “I go to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and pre- 
pare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself” (John 14: 
2,3). He said to the Jews, “Before Abra- 
ham was, I am” (John 8:58); to his dis- 
ciples, “Lo, I am with you alway” (Matt. 
28:20); and to John, “I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
for evermore” (Rev. 1:18). For us the 


’ past is covered by his blood; his grace 


is sufficient for the present; and he is 
coming again to receive us unto himself, 
“and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words.” 

at 


When’ We Walk in Darkness 


As the night is blackest just before 
daybreak, so it is often true that when 
the believer is in great perplexity 
Heaven’s light is about to break. The 
brave, lone traveler, George Borrow, 
who took the Bible into Spain one hun- 
dred years ago, labored continually 
against great odds. One rainy night he 
was sitting in his room in an old inn, as 
he tells us in “The Bible in Spain,” when 
a strange thing happened. He heard 
footsteps on the stairs, the door was flung 
open, and in walked ten men. Instead 
of coming to arrest him for distributing 


% 


the Scriptures, as he supposed might be 
the case, they had come to thank him! 
They had that day bought copies of the 
New Testament, and came to express 
their gratitude and ask whether he could 
furnish them with the Old Testament 
also. This he could not do at once, but 
said he hoped he might procure copies 
in England. After a half-hour’s pleas- 
ant conversation they left him. Borrow’s 
comment on the incident is discerning, 
and one that may well bring encourage- 
ment to Christian people today. “This 
incident,” he wrote, “however, admon- 
ished me not to be cast down when 
things look gloomiest, as the hand of the 
Lord is generally then most busy; that 
men may learn to perceive, that what- 
ever good is accomplished is not their 
work but His.” It is not a new thought 
to Christians that when things look dark 
the Lord is working for them, but do 
we always realize that apparent delays 
and difficulties are permitted in order 
that we may be humbled and that God 
may be glorified? Our attitude toward 
trial can be a real test of whether or 
not we are earnestly seeking God’s glory 
above. all things. Beside this word of 
George Borrow, a courageous witness for 
Christ in a dark land, may be put the 
words of Isaiah: “Who is among you 
that feareth the Lord ... that walketh 
in darkness, and hath no light? let him 
trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God.” 


b 


He Leadeth Me 


ham, when he obeyed God’s voice and 

left his home and kindred for an un- 
seen and untried country. Only after 
long years of trial, and hardship, and 
disappointment, did he begin to enjoy 
the fulfillment of God’s promises. Yet 
how implicitly he kept his faith in Him 
who had promised! Even at the time-of 
his greatest trial, when it seemed as if 
the one in whom all his earthly hope lay 
was to be taken from him, his faith in 
the Promiser never faltered. He knew 
God was still leading, even while the 
path was dark and strange. The reward 
of that faith came, for after this friend 
of God had grown old, we are told that 
“the Lord had blessed Abraham in all 
things” (Gen. 24:1). 

Perhaps Joseph, during his own bitter 
trials, used to think of the testings of 
faith which his great-grandfather Abra- 
ham experienced. “The steps of a good 


|’ WAS a venture of faith for Abra- 


” 


man are ordered by the Lord” (Psa. 37: 
23). Was Joseph always confident that 
his steps were being ordered by the 
Lord? When his heartless brothers 
thrust him into the pit, then sold him 
into a strange land; when through a 
wicked woman’s lies he was unjustly 
imprisoned — did these cruelties appear 
to him at the time to be steps ordered 
by the Lord? To the casual observer it 
would seem that the powers of evil, not 
God, had control of Joseph’s life. Yet 
how beautifully, when we know the end 
from the beginning, was the promise ful- 
filled, “All things work together for 
good to them that love God” (Rom. 8: 
28). It would be hard to find a more 
perfect example of a life ordered by the 
Lord than Joseph’s. 

God evidently instructed him even in 
the night seasons, through dreams. Be- 
cause of the dreams his brothers hated 
him, but Jacob his father, we are told, 
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“kept the saying in mind.” Those dreams 
doubtless would be remembered by 
Joseph as he saw their fulfillment in the 
humble obeisance of his father and 
brothers when, during the cruel famine 
days, they came to Egypt for help. 
Throughout his long life God was ever 
before Joseph’s eyes. He dared not yield 
to temptation, because he would not sin 
against God; it was God’s message he 
gave as the interpretation of dreams; to 
his remorseful brothers, from a forgiv- 
ing heart, he says: “Ye thought evil 
against me; but God meant it unto good” 
(Gen. 50:20). No wonder God could 
bring him through misunderstanding and 
slavery and suffering to a position of 
highest honor and triumph! This faith- 
ful servant, even though he could not see 
akead, was wiiling to let his steps be 
ordered by the Lord. His ears were 
attentive to hear the voice of guidance; 
his heart’s desire was constantly to walk 
in the paths of righteousness; he too, 
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like Abraham, trusted Him who led 
the way. 

Perhaps we cannot see God’s leading 
hand in our lives. Because the path 
looks dark, are we to question that our 
Lord knows the way we take, and guides 
our every step? Have we hearts will- 
ing to be led by him? “Looking unto 
Jesus,” let us trust him implicitly, for 
his promises are true: “Jehovah will 
guide thee continually” (Isa. 58:11); “He 
will be our guide even unto death” (Psa. 
48:14). 

Not always by still, tranquil streams 

He leads the way; 
Sometimes the path is rough with stones, 
And skies so gray 
We cannot see what lies ahead. 
Our hearts would quake, 
Did we not know God understands 
The way we take. 
The end He sees, His purpose true 
He will fulfill; 
Through fire and flood, through grief and 
pain, 
He leadeth still. 
—Mabel C. Stewart. 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Does Scriptural “’Contending” 
Involve a Fight? 


Last summer THE SunDAY ScHOOL 
Trowes (August 20, 27) published two 
articles by James R. Graham, Jr., a grad- 
uate of Hampden-Sydney College who 
has served sixteen years as a missionary 
in China and who, now in America, is 
under appointment to return to China, 
when the way opens, under the Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions. The articles were entitled 
“Shall We Contend for the Faith?” and 
‘Is This a Time to Call a Truce with 
Modernism?” Mr. Graham’s message 
was a stirring call to all true Christians 
to obey God’s Word, in Jude, “that ye 
should earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the 
saints.” Mr. Graham did not mince 
words; he exposed fearlessly and uncom- 
promisingly the false teachings and 
teachers of Modernism, which is unbe- 
lief, within the professing Christian 
Church, and he called upon believers to 
stand against this in obedience to God’s 
plain command. Concerning Jude’s in- 
spired message Mr. Graham wrote: 
“‘Contend,’ says he. That unquestion- 
ably involves a fight! What is the fight 
going to be about? ‘Why, the faith, of 
course! What faith? The faith in the 













blessed person of the Son of God and 
in his completed work for every be- 
liever.” 

Letters from readers in various sec- 
tions came in comment on these articles; 
some expressed gratitude for them, some 
took severe exception. One letter, from 
a Pennsylvania reader, raised an inter- 
esting and important question as to the 
real meaning of the original Greek trans- 
lated “contend” in Jude 3. This reader 
notes that Mr. Graham says the word 
“unquestionably involves a fight,” and 
the letter continues, in part: 

However, I note that some expositors of 
the Scriptures, as for example Matthew 








Henry, understand “contend” not in the 
common acceptation of the word, but in 
the sense of great earnestness. Dr. Camp- 
bell Morgan, A. Plummer, and others be- 
lieve that the Greek word simply involves 
a strenuous life, a passionate and deter- 
mined effort. I understand that the pri- 
mary meaning of the Greek verb is “to 
contend strenuously,” as in a contest. The 
Latin word (con-+tendo, to stretch), from 
which our English word “contend” is de- 
rived, likewise indicates strenuousness. 


The apostle Paul used several times the 
root of the Greek verb Jude used, e. g., 
1 Corinthians 9:25; Colossians 1:29; 1 Tim- 
othy 6:12. On this last Darby comments, 
Strive earnestly in the good combat; and 
Rothcrham, Be contesting in the noble 
contest. It would appear that the pri- 
mary meaning of the Greek verb—to 
strive earnestly, to contend for a prize, 
especially in the public games, — would 
apply to these verses, though the English 
translation does not always indicate it. 
The use of this verb by Paul, together 
with his likening the Christian life to an 
athletic contest of one kind or another, 
depicts the Christian life as a strenuous 
life, one characterized by great earnest- 
ness. 


Since, there are evidently no other New 
Testament exhortations to corroborate 
Jude 3 in the sense of “fighting for’ the 
faith, would it nut be safer to apply the 
original or primary meaning of the Greek 
verb to the verse rather than the synonym 
“fight”? Would not the primary meaning 
of the verb be more in accord with the 
whole scope of Jude’s message than 
“fight’’? 

Dawson-Walker’s comment on Jude 3 is: 
“He is thinking, primarily, of life and con- 
duct.” 


Quite often I have been helped by 
articles in the Tmves on fundamental 
questions and its answers to queries in the 
Notes on Open Letters. If you consider 
the significance of tle word “contend” im- 
portant enough, will you kindly explain 
your views concerning it? 


Here is an earnest and thoughtful let- 
ter, and the views of weighty commenta- 
tors are cited. Yet the statements in the 
letter do not take account of certain im- 
portant facts, and these facts abundantly 
confirm the usual view, expressed by 
Mr. Graham, that Jude’s inspired exhor- 
tation to contend for the faith does in- 
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volve fighting. Not only does the mean- 
ing of the original Greek show this, but 
the words of Jude immediately after his 
exhortation to “contend” show it. At 
once he gives the reason for this right- ™ 
eous, holy fighting as he says: “For 
there are certain men crept in unawares, 
who were before of old ORDAINED TO 
THIS CONDEMNATION, ungodly men, 
turning the grace of our God into las- 
civiousness, and denying the only Lord 
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” When 
“the faith which was once delivered” 
has such enemies as‘that, how can God’s 
own children deal with the situation 
except by fighting? Merely to strive 
earnestly to live in such a way as to 
win the rewards of Christian living 
would not deal with the problem of 
administering “this condemnation” en- 
joined of God upon the “ungodly men” 
who have “crept in unawares” and, as 
wolves in sheep’s clothing, are within 
the fold and would injure or destroy the 
flock if they could. 
When the Pennsylvania reader’s letter 
was referred to Mr. Graham, the latter 
replied in part: 


When I asserted in the article that the 
command to “contend earnestly” unques- 
tionably involves a fight, I of course had 
no reference to a demonstration of physi- 
cal violence, for I am well aware that 
“they that take the sword shall perish by 
the sword.” I was setting forth the idea 
that it is incumbent upon Christ’s minis- 
ters in a day of apostasy to oppose, by an 
exposure of evil doctrines before the 
sheep, their infiltration into Christ’s flock. 
I was advocating that the issue, instead of 
being avoided, be squarely met. For 
the “watchman of the house of Israel” to 
fail to blow his trumpet when an adver- 
sary approaches renders him blameworthy 
for every soul under his care that comes 
to harm 


Whether the figure is drawn from the 
field of battle or from the athletic field 
does not affect the principle that I was 
trying to set forth. It just happens that 
I have been an officer in one branch of 
our nation’s. military service, and exten- 
sively connected with the field of com- 
petitive sport, both as a participant and 
an instructor, and that the principles of 
offense and defense underlying both bear 
the closest analogy. The outstanding dif- 
ference between the two lies in the seri- 
ousness of the issues involved. War is 
a vastly grimmer business than competi- 
tive sport, and for this very reason illus- 
trates far more adequately the harrowing 
spiritual controversy in which we are en- 
gaged. We are therefore prepared to meet 
the reader’s objection on the meaning of 
bx word epagonizomai which is used in 

ude 3. 


Mr. Graham’s letter brings out the 
meanings of the two different forms of 
the Greek verb, noted above, as given 
by Thayer, and continues: 


Beside the definition to “contend in gym- 








nastic games” (and gladiatorial contests 
were not characterized by extreme gentle- 
ness !), Thayer gives, “to contend with 
adversaries, fight,” also, “contend, strug- 
gle, with difficulties and dangers ... 
antagonistic to the Gospel.” The (spir- 
itual) pacifists can derive scant comfort 
from this quarter. 


The Greek verb translated “earnestly 
contend” in Jude 3 is epagonizomai, and 
occurs nowhere else in the New Testa- 
ment. Mr. Graham notes that the prefix 
epi is an intensifier of the root verb, and 
he says: : 


Since there is no other place in the New 
Testament where the word occurs, both 
Thayer and Liddell and Scott give classi- 


(Continued on page 186) 
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on Mount Carmel in Palestine. 

Look down from my balcony. The 
mountain slopes to the plain, to the city 
of Haifa, to the Mediterranean Sea. 

In the prophet Elijah’s time this moun- 
tain bulk, about twelve miles long, was 
held sacred to Pheenician Baal, in Ro- 
man days to Jupiter, and now to Mam- 
mon. For King Mammon rules here 
with a fist of gold; “Money and material 
success,” his slogan. 

Down yonder rolls the green, blue, and 
purple Mediterranean. At Haifa’s docks, 
cargo ships of the world unlade tons of 
merchandise, American apples, Ameri- 
can automobiles and tires, and imports 
from Great Britain and other countries. 
The ships’ winches creak and screech; 
the donkey engines roar; the Arab long- 
shoremen unlade, and then relade with 
Jaffa oranges and other Palestinian ex- 
ports while the giant cranes swing their 
burdens to and fro over the open holds. 
Money flows into Haifa. Wealth is build- 
ing her modern city. 


A Beehive City 


Up the side of Mount Carmel toward 
us climb rows of new dwellings, cube- 
shaped, balconied, cream-white, red- 
roofed, electrified. Down there along 
the shore rambles the city old and new 
with docks, warehouses, Jewish shops 
and business buildings, tourist hotels, 
and also crooked streets and flat-roofed 
hovels of the Arab workers’ quarters. 

A beehive city, Jewish predominantly. 
Down there at night the million electric 
lights sparkle like gold pieces. 

“Trade and war” has been the slogan 
of this region from time immemorial. 
This coast as far as eye can 
range is a section of the 
Greatest Bridge on Earth 
—for bridge is what geog- 
raphers and _ historians 
name this great coastal 
route of the Near East, an 
ancient. bridge of migrating 
races, marching armies, . 
and moving traffic and 
trade. 

This famous trade-route 
bridge from its Gates in 
the Taurus Mountains, 
Asiatic Turkey, to Gaza 
near the Egyptian border, 
is about 626 English miles 
in length. It is ‘tri-conti- 
nental. It links Europe by 
way of the Bosphorus with 
Asia and Africa. For thou- 
sands of years, as far back 
as history goes and doubt- 
less still farther, this 
coastal route has been an 
objective of any nation 
who desired to rule the 
Near East and control the 
Mediterranean. 

The cross section now 


C's: stand with me 1,000 feet up 





“I have been in grave danger more 
than once,” Miss Olcott wrote the 
Editor from Palestine last summer, 
“but the dear Lord has kept me safe. 
Last night while at dinner I heard 
a bomb explode—and Arab kills 
Jew and Jew kills Arab.” In the 
midst of such scenes, and in the face 
of many obstacles of a different sort, 
Miss Olcott wrote a series of nine 
travelogues for The Sunday School 
Times, of which this is the first. This 
week she takes us to Tarsus, the 
birthplace of Paul, whose Life and 
Letters form the subject of the Inter- 
national Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons for the next three months. 
She had some moments of uncer- 
tainty in the office of the Chief of 
Police in Tarsus, as she sought per- 
mission to pass through the Cilician 
Gates to begin her travels along the 
626 miles of the Greatest Bridge on 
Earth. The second article, entitled 
“Off to the Cilician Gates,” will be 
published next week, and the series 
will be illustrated by striking photo- 
graphs, most of which Miss Olcott 
has taken herself. 

The entire series can be secured 
in a 24-weeks’ subscription for $1; 
for Canada, $1.10; for foreign coun- 
tries, $1.25. Subscriptions must 
reach us not later than April 5 to 
begin with the first article. Please 
be sure to mention the Olcott Series. 
Subscriptions should be addressed to 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia. 
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© C. Raad, Jerusalem, Palestine 


Looking down from Mf. Carmel upon the City of Haifa. To the right stretches the 
Plain of Acre slashed by the River Kishon. This plain sweeps around the Bay of 
Acre, also named the Bay of Haifa, a bive half-moon mirror of the Mediterranean. 
Here is shown the northern section of Haifa, and a portion of the historic and 


beautiful Bay. In the background rise the hills of Galilee. 


lying before us is sharply defined. To 
our left, Mount Carmel curves around 
the city and, thrusting its shoulder al- 
most to the sea, leaves only a narrow 
plain along the shore to continue the 
Great Bridge. 

To our right Mount Carmel turns a 
corner, and leaves a wide green plain 
slashed by the River Kishon running to 
the sea. This plain sweeps around the 
Bay of Acre, a blue half-moon mirror 
of the Mediterranean Sea. The great 
trade route follows this curve. 

We look across the bay; a colony of 
silvery turrets shine in the Syrian sun- 
light, oil storage tanks. Near there the 
pipeline of the Iraq Petroleum Company 
brings its flow of money across desert 
and valleys — oil from the Mesopotamian 
fields. Still farther along on yonder 
side of the bay, a white line, the Cru- 
sader City of Acre; and at the very 
farthest point, we must shade our eyes 
to see it, a white blur, the white cliffs 
of the coast, called the Ladder of Tyre, 
marking the boundary between the 
frontiers of Syria and Palestine. There 
at the Ladder of Tyre, Ras en-Naqura, 
the customs post, the British keep watch 
and ward over outgoing and incoming 
commerce and traffic. 


What Lies Behind Mt. Carmel? 


This whole sweep of coast from Mount 
Carmel’s left shoulder to Ras en-Naqura 
is a most important section of the Great- 
est Bridge on Earth, although it is but 
a small section of its total of 626 miles. 

What—ask you—lies behind the 
shoulder of Mount Carmel along the 
route going south to Egypt? And what 
sights does the Great Bridge pass by on 
its way down from its 
Gates in Asiatic Turkey? 
Let us follow and see. That 
is, let me tell you how I 
myself came along the 
Great Bridge from its 
Gates to Gaza, so you may 
visualize the sights for 
yourselves. - 

It happened in this way 
that I started out to visit 
the gate-entrance to the 
Bridge. 

Last May (1938) I was 
doing some research for a 
book in the Island of Cyp- 
rus, just south of the coast 
of Asiatic Turkey. I had 
no intention of visiting the 
Gates. In fact, the possi- 
bility of so doing had never 
even entered my mind. 

Hidden somewhere in 
Asia Minor, in the depth of 
the Taurus Mountain 
Range, guarded by Turkish 
authorities as one of the 
most important. military 
passes of the world, stand 
the famous Cilician Gates. 


: 
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They seemed to me—if I thought of 
them at all—as I gazed out across the 
Mediterranean from Cyprus, as unattain- 
able as the top of Everest. 

Witness my surprise, then, when sud- 
denly the idea pressed itself on my mind 
to go to the Gates. Just like that, natu- 
rally and as a matter of course. With- 
out hesitation, I said to myself, “I will 
go to the Gates. I will visit Saint Paul’s 
Tarsus.” * 

Perhaps the thought first came from 
finding that the S.S. Assiria, the small 
Italian cargo ship out of Trieste on 
which I was sailing, would stop at Mer- 
sin, the seaport of Tarsus. What more 
easy than to jump off at Mersin, bags 
and typewriter?) No sooner thought 
than a Cypriote bus carried me the long 
hot fifty-four miles from Limassol to 
Nicosia capital of Cyprus, and to the 
Turkish Consulate. Had I photographs 
of myself? I had. Soon the transit visa 
was granted; but no map nor guidebook 
to Asiatic Turkey was obtainable. Be- 
sides, traveling in Turkey was consid- 
ered difficult because of stringent police 
regulations. This last lent me qualms, 
but: no hesitation. 


The Cilician Coast in the Morning Sun 


Overnight passage from Famagusta, 
Cyprus, on the clean little white Assiria 
—the southern coast of Asiatic Turkey 
before us —in the freshness of the early 
morning — Saint Paul’s Cilicia — the sun 
liquid gold — a breeze cool and caressing 
—a sound of ship’s engine churning as 
regular as breathing—purple tipped 
foam abreak against the ship’s sides — 
the Assiria like a white gull floating 
slowly toward the coast line — Mersin 
the trading port, a lacework of white 
points along the green shore, with a 
backdrop of Taurus peaks smothered in 
white clouds edged with pale green 
against a pale blue sky. Saint Paul’s 
Cilician Plain. 

The Assiria swings at anchor in the 
roadstead. The Turkish Customs clamber 
up the ship’s ladder. Solemnly, at a 
long cabin-table, they receive this trav- 
eler who expects a harsh rebuff. With 
immovable faces they examine my pass- 
port. One does not know what to expect. 
Rescue! A pleasant porter who speaks 
English shoulders my bags and takes 
me ashore in a boat. More Customs. 
More immovable faces. Noncommital, 


they examine my passport. They ques- 
tion me: 
Where am I going? To Tarsus. Why 


do I go to Tarsus? Because St. Paul 
was born there. Where will I stay in 
Tarsus? An embarrassing silence. Then 
the Customs adds, “Are you going to the 
American College?” Yes! I feel like 
shouting with relief. But I answer coolly 
and firmly, “I am going to the American 
College.” 

My passport is stamped. The Customs 
politely refuse to look into my bags. 
The pleasant porter escorts me to a bank 
so I may cash a check. Mersin reveals 
itself, a yellow Levantine trading town, 
not a white lacework of points, but 
prettily set among trees. The bank is 
not open for half an hour yet, and some 
Turkish” business men invite me in to 
wait. They entertain me with excellent 
English and Turkish coffee. 
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Later at the railway station for Tarsus 
some Turkish peasant women smile at 
me in friendly fashion. So this is the 
terrible Turkey ! 

The comfortable small railway car- 
riage speeds across the Cilician Plain 
about sixteen miles to Tarsus. I set 
my foot in St. Paul’s birthplace (Acts 
21:39 to 22:3), once a glorious mart of 
Rome, “no mean city,” but now Oriental, 
gray, dusty, tired. Turkey today does 
not permit the Gospel of Christ Jesus to 
be preached in the streets of St. Paul’s 
city, but Tarsus is haloed by the shining 
memory of her most famous citizen. The 
spacious rich green plain on which she 
stands, the mighty Taurus Range to 
which she turns her back, the River 
Cydnus watering the plain, were the 
same familiar sights to St. Paul, though 
the Cydnus since has had its course 
changed somewhat. 

To cut short this narrative and focus 
on my objective the Cilician Gates 
which guard the entrance to the Great 
Bridge, I find refuge and help at the 
American College. Through its head a 
door is opened to me not opened to ail 
tourists. Through him goes my request 
to the municipality of Tarsus for per- 
mission to pass through the Gates. 

It is a jittery moment. The Chief of 
Police sends for me to interview. I go 
escorted by the Secretary of the Amer- 
ican College. Dressed in modest white, 
I present myself to Police Headquarters. 
The Chief, young, handsome, and of 
stately dignity, melts into pleasant chat. 
A few words of French, a magazine full 
of photographs of Turkish police break 
the ice. The Chief dispatches me to the 
Mayor of Tarsus to be interviewed. I 
go in the same modest white. The Mayor 
looks me over and nods. Evidently I do 
not suggest a spy. 


An Obliging Chief of Police 


Back to the Chief of Police. A uni- 
formed minion takes my record on an 
elaborate blank, also the name of my 
father, the name of my mother. Under 
the confusion of excitement I forget my 
mother’s first name and give her middle 
one — which she hated, had dropped, and 
I never knew her by. Happily the Chief 
of Police cannot check by the records 
of Albany, N. Y., U. S. A. Now the per- 
mission is granted. 

The Chief of Police stands at attention 
before me and salutes. I laugh at him, 
he laughs back, wheels, and goes out. 

This coveted permission is not always 
granted, by any means. Undesirable 
aliens suspected of too much curiosity 
are not allowed to examine this impor- 
tant military route guarded by a Turkish 
Military Police Post. ‘They may pass 
through the Taurus Range, but by a 
second pass on the splendid Taurus ex- 
press they so please. This second route 
is not well adapted to the movements of 
armies. But the Gates, as late as the 
last war. have from time immemorial 
been the military and commercial pass 
from the North into Cilicia, and from 
Cilicia into Syria and down to Egypt. 
They are still used by camel caravans, 
though not so much as formerly. As 
many as 3,000 camels in one day have 
been known in the past to come through 
the Gates and down to Tarsus. 

Now an American traveler —a woman 
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alone — hopes to:go through the historic 
portals, God willing! 

In her second article, to be pub- 
lished next week, Miss Olcott will 
tell whether she was allowed through 
the Gates. The Chief of Police had 
given her no written permission for 
the Military Post guarding the Gates. 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















“The Morning Cometh” 


“The year’s at the spring 
And day’s at the morn; 
Morning’s at seven; 

The hillside’s dew-pearled; 
The lark’s on the wing; 
The snail’s on the thorn: 
God’s in his heaven — 

All’s right with the world !” 


HERE are several items in Robert 

Browning’s creed to which I cannot 
subscribe, much as I admire him, but 
neither do I concur in the violent con- 
demnation one so often hears from the 
pulpit for this first lovely lyric in the 
poem, “Pippa Passes.” It is an exquisite 
thing all sweet with the dewy freshness 
of the New Year’s morning when Pippa 
set forth for her rare holiday. It is alto- 
gether unfair to charge Mr. Browning 
with saying that because God is in 
Heaven everything on earth is as it 
should be. It was not he but Pippa who 
said so. As a matter of fact, every group 
she passed in Asolo that day betrays 
to the reader the awful wrongs then 
prevalent in society, murder, adultery, 
oppression, seduction. Even the sweet- 
voiced child singer was only a poor 
ragged mill-hand, allowed but one holi- 
day in a whole year of dullest drudg- 
ery. 

Acquitting the poet, then, of false rea- 
soning, yet is it true that Pippa, the 
pure in heart, was so far wrong? As she 
goes tripping on her way, garrisoned 
about by her simple faith in God, the 
wicked hands reaching out to do her 
gross evil fall powerless. And she not 
only passes unharmed, but leaves con- 
viction of sin in her wake. 

There’s something here for every 
twice-born child of God in this another 
day when the gloom of the middle ages 
seems unthinkably to have eclipsed the 
light of civilization over a large portion 
of the earth and to be swiftly and irre- 
sistibly spreading. Potentially, the words 
of the song have been true for the elect 
ever since the plan of redemption took 
shape in the mind of the Godhead, and 
they were sealed with God’s promise 
when the world’s Redeemer cried out, 
“It is finished.” There is neither past 
nor future in the mind of the eternal 
I Am. Therefore to the saints his prom- 
ise is forever fait accompli. Not for them 
the “Woe, woe,” or the “Weep and how!”; 
but rather the charge, “Look up, lift up 
the head. Redemption draweth nigh!” 
To the redeemed of the Lord all must 
be gloriously right in a world that is 
more and more evidently marching fast 
to the. fulfillment of God’s revealed 
plan. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 








By Ernest Gordon 














port of the Bible Society tells of a 

converted Brahman, by the name of 
Sadhu Tilok Singh, who is selling Scrip- 
tures in the villages of India. He 
dresses in simple white clothes which 
-he keeps spotlessly clean, and has a 
grave manner and deliberate speech 
which well befit his solemn task of offer- 
ing men the Word of God. Behind ‘his 
gravity there lies a sad story of suffering 
which has left its mark on his face and 
character. 

He allows no scoffing or belittling of 
Scripture. Much of his work is in the 
Indian States, where preaching is forbid- 
den and missionaries are refused en- 
trance. Thus hisj is the only Christian 
witness permitted. Traveling at all sea- 
sons and in all weathers is hard, and 
he sometimes falls sick in far-off places. 
Recently he arrived where touring was 
impossible on account of man-eating 
tigers. A great and effectual door is 
open, but there are many adversaries. 

Lydia Ch’en, M.D., is a Chinese Chris- 
tian woman doctor working in distant 
Szechwan province. She writes to the 
British Bible Society: 

“After hearing of the plans to get 
every church member to own his own 
Bible, to get copies into the hands of 
war-sufferers, and to distribute Gospels 
among the children pouring into Szech- 
wan from the war area; and after much 
prayer for guidance: 

“I have been led to share more largely 
than heretofore in this work. I want 
to give a month’s income to the Bible 
House for these special phases of the 
work, — $500 this year. And with this 
gift goes my daily prayer that God will 
grant fruit in abundance in the advance 
of his Kingdom. 

“I wish also to help in direct distribu- 
tion and have ordered 2,000 copies of 
Gospel portions. I have asked one of 
my nurses to be especially responsible 
for the sale and distribution of these por- 
tions to patients as they come to me. I 
am sure that the greatest need of my 
country and my people is to know God 
and find his way of life. And I am 
very sure that one of the most effective 
ways of making him known is through 
the distribution of his Holy Word.” 


The Bible Presbyterian Church.—As is 
now well known, the first General Synod 
of the Bible Presbyterian Church was 
held in Collingswood, N. J., last Septem- 
ber. This new denomination was formed 
chiefly by Presbyterians who, having 
withdrawn from membership in the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A. because 
of its Modernistic policies and actions, had 
hoped that in the recently formed Pres- 
byterian Church of America (now named 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church) there 
could be found a place of fellowship 
and co-operation in the ministry of 
the Gospel for all Presbyterians holding 
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to the complete trustworthiness of the 
Scriptures. The latter newly formed de- 
nomination (now named the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church), however, though 
holding absolutely to the trustworthiness 
and authority of the Scriptures, holds also 
to certain interpretations in the matter 
of Christian liberty and in the field of 
Bible prophecy with which many Pres- 
byterians cannot conscientiously agree. 

Because of this situation the Bible 
Presbyterian Church has been formed as 
an organization where Presbyterians 
may unite their testimony, not only in 
entire freedom from Modernistic teach- 
ings or policies, but also in the closest 
fellowship resulting from a united con- 
viction regarding the Christian life and 
the important doctrine of the premillen- 
nial return of the Lord. 

It is appropriate that, at a time when 
all the signals are out for the great event 
of Christ’s Second Coming, this empha- 
sis should be brought to the front. Dr. 
H. McAllister Griffiths, who reported the 
meetings of the Synod in The Christian 
Beacon, says of this: 

“For the first time in history a Presby- 
terian Church holding faithfully to the 
great doctrinal tradition of Augustine 
and Calvin has officially recognized and 
incorporated into its standards the fruits 
of the eschatological study of the last 
three hundred years. But while taking 
this stand it does not withhold commun- 
ion from any who do not agree.” 

The Bible Presbyterian Church 
adopted the resolution declaring the wis- 
dom of total abstinence which was voted 
down in the Third General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church of America. 
This, as Dr. Griffiths says, “puts the Bible 
Presbyterian Church on record as a dry 
church, for which thousands upon thou- 
sands of Christian people will be pro- 
foundly grateful.” 

The Bible Presbyterian Church givés 
its local churches property rights. The 
scandals of eviction and confiscation 
from which its members have suffered 
are not to be repeated at their hands. 
They take ‘a solemn covenant whereby 
the church as a whole undertakes never 
to attempt to secure possession of the 
property of any congregation against its 
will, whether or not such congregation 
remains within or chooses to withdraw 
from this body.” 

The Bible Presbyterian Church started 
with its well-rooted seminary, Faith 
Seminary in Wilmington, Del. The Bible 
is here honored and taught, not vivi- 
sected. These Bible Presbyterians have 
done wisely in putting the word Bible 
at the forefront of their church name. 
This is what the evangelical Episcopal- 
ians of England did when they organ- 
ized the Bible Churchmen’s Missionary 
Society. Hands across the sea! May the 
new Church be as greatly prospered as 
the new missionary society. 


Great changes in Nyasaland in little 
more than a generation are suggested 
by the dedication of a memorial window 
in the mission church at Ekwendeni. It 
represents Luke and recalls the ministry 
of the medical missionary, Dr. Walter 
Angus Elmslie. The praise was led by 
a native male choir singing the old Ngoni 
war songs with Christian words, as well 
as Scottish Psalms. The coming and 
work of Dr. Elmslie were portrayed by 
natives. The tales of savagery and blood- 
shed were almost incomprehensible to 
the present-day Ngoni young people. 
“We had great difficulty in finding cos- 
tumes for the warriors represented. 
Spears were in plenty, used now only 
for protection against wild animals, but 
the ox-hide shields today are used as 
umbrellas by a few old people, a variant 
version of swords into plowshares.” 

Compared with their forefathers the 
modern natives of Nyasaland lead a far 
happier life. There are few wild ani- 
mals and no slave raiders. The boys 
play football with bare feet, harder than 
boots, and the native band at the game 
discourses “The Swanee Ribber” on in- 
struments of bamboo joints. The bi- 
cycle is becoming common. “I have seen 
a cyclist on a hot afternoon with wife 
on the crossbar, baby strapped to the 
back, and a big parcel on the rear car-. 
rier.” 

All of which are minor indications of 
the passing of heathenism, bloodshed, 
and tribal war. : 

Of similar changes in Congoland one 
writes: “The prestige of the white man 
as such is almost a thing of the past. 
In the commercial world the superior, 
educated native has displaced the in- 
ferior white. Natives are to be found 
in large offices and banks, using compli- 
cated cash registers and typewriters, and 
keeping their firm’s ledgers. Many of 
the captains of large transport steamers 
are native men, as are sick attendants, 
post office clerks, and traders.” ” 


The Monastery of the Grande Char- 
treuse was famous for its distillery un- 
til the French Republic closed it and 
sent its monks packing to Tarragona 
in Spain, where they have continued 
their nefarious trade. Another Carthu- 
sian monastery, that at Valbonne, was, 
when the government suppressed the 
French religious houses, sold for a song 
to a private group. It has now come 
into the possession of a Protestant mis- 
sionary, M. Philippe Delord, who has 
made it a refuge for French lepers, thirty 
being now in residence. M. and Mme. 
Chasles, who have been speaking and 
writing on Scriptural subjects, recently 
addressed the sick there on Bible read- 
ing. 

The Poster Campaign in France.— 
Good reports come from the illustrated 
posters put up all over Paris by the 
Tabernacle on the Montmartre. People 
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come to buy Scriptures on learning that 
they are on sale at the bookshop of the 
Tabernacle. Biblical posters are also be- 
ing put outside Paris Protestant churches. 


Paul Faivre, the director of Reléve- 
ment, is planning to issue immediately 
two series of large posters five feet by 
two and a half, the first of which will 
present passages of Scripture that sum 
up the chief teachings of the Gospel. 
The second will explain these truths in 
as simple and striking a manner as pos- 
sible. 

Why not use these posters of M. Faivre 
in English, Italian, Yiddish, and other 
translations? Could not the American 
Bible Society publish the first poster 
at cost, and the American Tract Society 
the second, and the Bible institutes and 
other evangelical agencies organize to 
put them up where they would ‘be read? 
And in country as well as city! 

I may add that the Roman Catholic 
Church in Vienna is also active with 
posters, or kirchliche Wandzeitungen 
(“church wall newspapers”), as “pastoral 
care of the passer-by.” The subjects of 
these posters, changed each week, are 
explanations of the Gospel for the day 
and of the liturgy. The posters are put 
up outside thousands of churches in 
Austria. 

Let us not leave “the wayside pulpit” 
to Emerson and the Vedas. 


Jewish Notes-—Sholom Ash, a well- 
known Yiddish novelist, is completing 
a Life of Christ. .-.. A system of short- 
hand in Hebrew has been perfected by 
J. Maimon. This is taught in the Young 
Men’s Hebrew Association of Jerusalem. 
“The time is coming soon when a knowl- 
edge of Hebrew shorthand will be re- 
quired of every typist in Palestine.” ... 
The persecutions abroad have led to 
large deposits in the banks of Palestine. 
... An English firm has offered to take 
the whole citrus crop of Palestine at 
seven shillings a case. The crop Iast 
year was eleven million boxes. 

Mr. Gurion, Chairman of the Jewish 
Agency Executive, declares, “The Bible 
is our mandate. We wrote it.” No, the 
Spirit of God wrote it, and the return 
to Jehovah’s land is of his mercy, not 
of right. 

Even unto this day is the veil over 
their eyes. Miss Jessie Sampter, the 
delightful Jewish writer, in reviewing 
a book of essays by another Jewish 
author, says: “It is the first fruit of 
that renewed Judaism which, after all, 
must constitute the chief claim of the 
Jew to Palestine. Let him that is search- 
ing for light in these dark days read this 
book. The author finds in nature the 
answer to our cry of despair. He finds 
in work, in nature, in simplicity of life 
the healing of humanity’s self-inflicted 
wounds.” 

The Bene Israel of Bombay are sons 
of Israel who claim to have. been in 
India since before the destruction of the 
Second Temple. That they antedate the 
Maccabean era seems indicated by the 
fact that they knew nothing of the Cha- 
nuka festival until fairly recent times. 
They refuse to eat scaleless fish, another 
mark of Mosaic origin. Recently the 
Jewish press reported that in Mexico 
there are’ 20,000 descendants of Maranos, 
or Spanish Jews, forced into Christianity 
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by the Roman Church. Their crypto- 
Judaism is recognizable by the same 
scaleless fish test. 


Science and the Supernatural.—In sev- 
enteenth century France the persecuted 
and devout Huguenots were credited 
with having special revelations and 
manifestations of divine nearness and 
grace, as for example, hymns sung from 
the heavenlies. These phenomena have 
been the subject’ of discussion in Le 
Christianisme, and one skeptic assigns 
them altogether to neurotic tendencies. 
Of this Dr. S. Heyraud of the great medi- 
cal center, Montpellier, says: 

“Thirty years ago this explanation 
would have been possible. The theories 
of Charcot and Pitres regarding hysteria 
were thought by the doctors definitely 
settled. A very severe blow to them, 
however, has been given by Dr. Babin- 





Bible Study in France 





Bible circles are being formed 
among French Protestants accord- 
ing to M. Cadier in Le Christian- 
isme. “It seems as if people were 
tired of human religious construc- 
tions and adventurous theories, and 
were being drawn again to the Word. 
This has led to the formation of 
groups for Bible study in a consider- 
able number of churches. _IIlustra- 
tions are given. At Dieulefit, at a 
recent convention, the entire after- 
noons were given over to a very 
detailed study of portions of Scrip- 
ture. Again at Dely-Ibrahim in 
Algeria, we have seen sixty young 
people, or more, bent over their 
Bibles and meditating on its teach- 
ings.” The summing up at the 
end by a leader of the conference is 
a valuable feature, and M. Cadier 
remarks that the statements, often 
offered by young people whose 
occupation or training has given 
them no special aptitude for such 
studies, show a grasp of ideas that 
one might wish all students to have. 
“We thought, as we listened, of 
those humble witnesses of Reforma- 
tion times whose testimony, pure 
and at times sublime, showed what 
study of the Word and reliance on 
the Spirit can bring to pass.” 











sky and modern science cannot now offer 
even a specious explanation of these 
extraordinary cases.” Then he goes on 
to generalize: 

“If we believe in God, and especially 
in the Christian God, why not, instead 
of seeking impossible explanations, sim- 
ply believe that he has in all times made 
use of prophetic men to manifest his 
revelations? Science has nothing to say 
because it simply cannot explain them. 

“Scientific men in the nineteenth cen- 
tury were too haughty. Their faith in 
the possibilities of human science was 
too great. The science of the twentieth 
century is more prudent. It knows its 
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human. limitations and is amazed at the 
fragility of its theories. In particular, 
medicine realizes its weaknesses. It 
knows that explanations are often only 
wise words which impose on the laity 
and often dupe the doctors themselves. 

“No ! medical explanations of the mir- 
aculous in history do-not exist. ... Free- 
dom of thought was the strength of Prot- 
estantism in the old days of superstition. 
In the undisciplined twentieth century 
it degenerates into ‘free belief’ [that is, 
Modernism]. This destroys faith and 
with it inevitably, sooner or later, all 
the religious values that spring from 
faith.” 


What the Turks Are Doing to Moham- 
medanism.—-The metropolitan press re- 
ported the sufferings of Catholicism in 
Austria at the hands of Nazidom, but 
the treatment of Mohammedanism in 
Turkey is’ far more rigorous yet has 
scarcely been mentioned by our news- 
papers. Schools have been secularized, 
mosque schools for children suppressed, 
theological seminaries cut off. Early 
morning call to prayer has been discon- 
tinued, Sunday made a legal holiday 
instead of the Mohammedan Friday, 
Christian literature allowed sale (save 
one of Dr. Fosdick’s books which the 
government declares “undesirable,” hav- 
ing confiscated all copies), women eman- 
cipated, and the Islamic religion severely 
handled in the Turkish press, 


The Continuation of Paganism in Mod- 
ern Catholicism.—Professor Leipoldt of 
the University of Leipzig is authority 
on all subjects having to do with the 
religion of the classical world, and he 
relates this, as many others have done, 
to the religion of the later Catholic 
world. This is an important line of re- 
search which reduces such movements 
as Anglo-Catholicism to something peril- 
ously near absurdity. If they can be 
traced back to the religion of classical 
paganism, the earliest and bitter enemy 
of the Church of Christ, the falsity of 
their position is evident. 

In an account of his studies in French 
churches, which appears in the Allge- 
meine Kirchenzeitung, he shows us 
French Catholic practices as continua- 
tions of the Greco-Roman ones. As the 
early pagans brought votive offerings to 
the temples, so students in the Latin 
Quarter put up placards in the churches 
of St. Severin and St. Etienne du Mont, 
thanking the Madonna for help in pass- 
ing examinations. Thus, “Thanks to St. 
Theresa for two examinations.” In 
other instances it is done in recognition 
of a successful lawsuit. As in the days 
of pagan Rome images are honored and 
apparently worshiped. “They kneel and 
pray before them, bring flowers to them, 
kindle candles before them.” In an- 
tiquity it was a common practice to kiss 
and stroke idols. So today, and the 
church authorities not only do not hin- 
der it, but even wish it. This is com- 
monly practiced on the sitting figures 
of Peter, reproductions of the famous 
one in Rome. The right foot is thrust 
forward at about the height of the wor- 
shipers’ faces. It is, therefore, easy to 
reach, and as a result the big toe is shiny 
and worn as the original in St. Peter’s. 
They stroke the foot in a tender manner 
and kiss it. This practice has papal 
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countenance as an inscription in the 
eathedral of Lisieux shows. It. reads, 
Statuae PEDEM pie deosculantibus 50 
dierum indulgentia Leo Papa XIII (“An 
indulgence of fifty days to those kissing 
the foot, Pope Leo 13”). 

As the pagans of antiquity used to 
sleep in temples in order to be near the 
god as long as possible, so pilgrims have 
often slept in the Cathedral of Chartres 
to be near the image of the Madonna. 

The custom of writing requests on the 
walls of Catholic churches so that the 
saints may not forget them is widespread 
in French churches. For example, “A 
sick person asks for recovery,” “A girl 
wants to be married,” “St. Theresa, pray 
for me and my whole family.” Votive 
offerings are to be seen precisely after 
the manner of the old pagan temples, for 
traveling mercies or success in business. 

This worship is rarely given to images 
of Christ, to say nothing of to Christ 
himself. In St. Pierre Montmartre is an 
alleged remnant of Christ’s garment with 
the inscription, “By your holy tunic 
without seam, deliver us, Lord,” and in 
St. Jacques in Dieppe, where the hand- 
kerchief of Veronica is honored, one can 
read a tablet inscribed, “In gratitude to 
the Holy Face.” 

But this is about as near to Christ as 
this neo-paganism gets. 


Professor Dr. Adolf Koerbele is one 
of the outstanding theologians of Ger- 
many. In the World War, where he 
fought for two years, he says, “My child- 
hood belief in a personal God was 
broken in pieces.” Yet he still had re- 
ligious impulses. These he sought to 
satisfy in the German Youth Movement, 
then widely propagated in academic 
circles but long since dead.. “It pro- 
claimed a cosmic universal religion to 
which for a time I was strongly at- 
tracted. Yet nevertheless I was deliv- 
ered from it.” 

This pantheist phase was followed by 
a groping approach to Bible study. , At 
first I found no sort of clearness, nor 
any firm persuasion of the truth. I was 
only decided at all costs to sek and pur- 
sue the path that would give me peace 
and power. Thus occupied with the 
Word and the figure of Jesus, I- soon 
made the most astounding discoveries. 
For a long time I had studied the science 
of comparative religions and I soon 
noticed that the voice of Jesus differen- 
tiates itself in the nature of its majestic, 
supreme claim from the words of all 
other founders of religions. These in the 
end give only suggestions and instruc- 
tions as to how one should seek to ap- 
proach God. But Jesus testified that he, 
in his historical presence, was the living, 
personal revelation of God himself on 
earth. 

“One thing has become to me an unal- 
terable certainty. In Jesus Christ the 
silence of eternity is broken through. 
Here speaks to us the living voice of the 
personal God. He who listens to this 
voice of Jesus, in faith and obedience, 
can no more doubt God’s existence. I 
know only one true, convincing proof of 
God and that is Jesus Christ. 

‘I do not believe that a man can be 
led along the way of reason, nature, and 
history, or through his own observation, 
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knowledge, and wisdom to .a personal 
Father-God. These lead but to a vague 
universal conception of God as endless 
existence. 
one’s own heart through the revelat 
of the Son.” 


Swedish West Coast Fishermen.—One 
of the encouraging things about our faith 
is that the fruits of evangelical revival 
are often so enduring. In the early part 
of the nineteenth century the west of 
Sweden, and especially the province of 
Bohuslan, was famous for drunkenness, 
violence, and irreligion. Then came the 
Schartuan revival, and the whole region 
was transformed. A century later the 





The Reward of 
Faithfulness 








The London Daily Telegraph te- 
lates that in 1816 a member of the 
Woolwich garrison, by the name of 
Rudd, was. reprimanded by the 
commandant for hanging a card 
behind the guardroom door offering 
the loan of a Bible to any soldier 
who wanted to read it. But asa re- 
sult of his action, in 1825 a King’s 
Regulation was issued providing a 
Bible and Prayer Book for every 
soldier at public expense. So asa 
consequence of this testimony, for 
a hundred years and more the Bible 
has been within reach of England’s 
soldiery. Ina recent renaming of 
London streets a street in Woolwich 
has been given the name of Rudd St. 


Another instance of principle on 
the part of common soldiers in the 
British Army was the case of two 
Christian privates who refused to 
fire their muskets in salute to an 
idol procession. The Commander- 
in-Chief of the Madras garrison, 
Sir Peregrine Maitland, was in 1837 
brought to court for supporting the 
refusal of these two soldiers. Call- 
ing his family to his room he set 
before them the poverty which 
would follow his resignation, but 
they did not flinch. The conse- 
quence of the agitation arising from 
this protest was the final abolition 
im 1841 of these honors to heathen 
idols, 


May these incidents afford en- 
couragement to the hard-pressed 
people of Korea, now prodded to 
bow before the imperial idol of 
japan. — 
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Swedish clergyman, Claes Toerner of 
Vadstena, was for a.time pastor to Swed- 
ish fishermen on the Doggerbank and 
in Shetland. In a recent interview he 


has published some impressions: 

“It is with gladness and justifiable 
pride that I now look back on those days 
and on the splendid Bohuslan fishermen 
who now pass in review before my inner 
vision, — honest, conscientious, industri- 
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ous, and temperate men. The first two 
years we worshiped in a church loaned 
by the Scotch. Later we had our own 


ding». This was, highly unpretentious 
hr’ ab a aM 


ut, but it had a 
itch inéyt 4fldinent, a full congre- 


gation. At a time when a thousand Swed- 
ish fishermen were working out from 
Baltasound, seven hundred would be in 
church Sabbath mornings. Our Bohus- 
lan fishermen had a good reputation in 
Shetland. As an indication I may men- 
tion that they were the only foreign 
fishermen who were not subjected to 
customs examination. One customs of- 
ficer said to me when I asked about it, 
‘They are Swedish fishermen and 
wouldn't take ashore so much as a coffee 
bean.’ The Bohuslan fishermen were 
also strict Sabbath-keepers, which per- 
haps made them even more satisfactory 
to the Scotch people and their intake did 
not suffer thereby, but quite the con- 
trary.” 

These were from a region in Sweden 
that before the Schartuan revival was 
noted for its infamously low moral tone. 
Thus one guide-post between two Bohus- 
lan provincial towns bore the significant 
inscription, “Let every one at this point 
commend his soul to God, for the road 
here passes to Uddevalla.” 


Brief Notes.—In Life and Work men- 
tion is made of a pulpit in a Presbyterian 
church in the Orkneys that is made from 
the wood of a shipwrecked galleon of 
the Spanish Armada. It is inscribed with 
the date of 1624... . In Athens a profes- 
sor of mathematics, once atheist, has 
been converted and is evangelizing 
among students and in halls and evan- 
gelical churches. He is winning many 
to the Kingdom. . . . In the buried city of 
Dura in Mesopotamia has been found a 
synagogue dating from the third century 
A. D. A fresco on the walls represents 
an incident in the life of Abraham, but 
those portrayed show the backs of their 
heads instead of their faces. This was 
in order not to violate the Second Com- 
mandment (“Any likeness of any 
thing”). . . . The great new harbor at 
Tel Aviv, Palestine, has been given the 
name of “the Gate of Zion.” The Jews 
have decreed that not a stroke of labor 
shall be done in the harbor on the Sab- 
bath. When the opening of this first 
all-Jewish port of modern times took 
place, a thousand Zionists met at the 
Pennsylvania Hotel, New York, to cable 
congratulations... ..- The missionary 
budget of the Seventh Day Adventists 
for 1939 amounted to the stupendous sum 
of $4,534,984, an increase of $189,000 over 
last year. This finances an army of 
20,000 workers. . . . The first Methodist 
hospital in the United States was 
founded in Brooklyn by George I. Seney. 
There are now 70, many of them large 
ones, as that at Indianapolis with 425 
beds, at Cincinnati with 300, at Phila- 
delphia with 300, at Cleveland with 395, 
at Washington with 340, and so on. The 
300,000 cared for in Methodist hospitals 
and homes require an expenditure of 
$12,000,000 annually. ... Among Ameri- 
can Jewish poets who are translating 
English literature into Hebrew is Simon 
Halkin. He has put a number of Shakes- 
peare’s plays into the new-old tongue, 
among them “The Merchant of Venice.” 
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SAUL BECOMES A NEW MAN 4 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 9:1-30; printed text, 9:1-12, 17-19 


Golden Text.— If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away ; behold, all things are become new.—2 Cor. 5:17 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson text is Acts 9:1-12, 17-19 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter 

against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, 
that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or 
women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and sud- 
denly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am 
Jesus whom thou pefsecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks. 

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into 
the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 

7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, 
hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 

8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were 
opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and 
brought him into Damascus. 

9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor 
drink. 

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ana- 
nias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he 
said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street 
which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for 
one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, 
and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; 
and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even 
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath 
sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost. : 

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been 
scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was 
baptized. 

19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then 
was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 9:1 But Saul, yet breathing threatening and slaughter 
against the’ disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 
2 and asked of him letters to Damascus unto the synagogues, 
that if he found any that were of the Way, whether men or 
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 And as 
he journeyed, it came to pass that he drew nigh unto Damascus: 
and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven: 
4 and he fell upon the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, Who art 
thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: 
6 but rise, and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what 
thou must do. 7 And the men that journeyed with him stood 
speechless, hearing the !voice, but beholding no man. 8 And 
Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he 
saw nothing; and they led him by the hand, and brought him 
into Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and did 
neither eat nor drink. 


10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ana- 
nias; and the Lord said unto him in a vision, Ananias. And he 
said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11 And the Lord said unto him, 
‘Arise, and go to the street which is called Straight, and inquire 
in the house of Judas for one named Saul, a man of Tarsus: for 
behold, he prayeth; 12 and he hath seen a man named Ananias 
coming in, and laying his hands on him, that he might receive 
his sight. 


17 And Ananias departed, and entered into the house; and laying 
his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, who 
appeared unto thee in the way which thou camest, hath sent me, 
that thou mayest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 18 And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were 
scales, and he received his sight; and he arose and was baptized; 
19 and he took food and was strengthened. 

And he was certain days with the disciples that were at 
Damascus. 

1Or, sound. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted. by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


S WE enter upon a new series of 
A studies in the life and letters of 
the apostle Paul, it is well to re- 
member that he was chosen of God from 
the beginning for a very special minis- 
try. He was ordained to carry Christ’s 
name to the nations, to stand before the 
kings and great ones of the world as 
well as to preach the Gospel to the poor. 
It is noteworthy that, although the first 
apostles of our Lord are described by 
their enemies as unlearned and igno- 
rant men, no such accusation could be 
brought against Rabbi Saul of Tarsus, 
pupil of Gamaliel, a man of wide learn- 
ing and culture, with a most versatile 
mind, and one who had traveled ex- 
tensively even before he commenced his 
international missionary operations. God 
chooses and fits the vessel according to 
the work he desires to do. Saul little 
dreamed that his early life was but a 
preparation for the arduous work of 
carrying the message of the Lord Jesus 
to the ends of the earth as then known. 


The Historical Setting 


According to the accepted chronology, 
it was in the year A. D. 33 that Saul 


witnessed the stoning of Stephen. He 
continued for something over a year as 
a bitter enemiy and persecutor of the 
new faith and its adherents, until, in 


’ A. D. 34, he was arrested by the vision 


of the glorified Christ. 
Verse by Verse 


Acts 9:1—“Breathing out threatenings 
and slaughter.” Saul was a bigoted 
Pharisee of the most rigid type. who 
was persuaded that the faith of Jesus 
was a delusion which ought to be 
rooted out, so he put himself at the 
disposal of the high priest to deal dras- 
tically with all Jews who professed to 
accept Jesus as the Messiah. 


Verse 2.—“Letters to Damascus to the 
synagogues.” The Jews were a separate 
community, wherever found, whose re- 
ligious center was the synagogue. This 
made it comparatively easy for the ar- 
dent persecutor to seek out and arrest 
those of their number who had accepted 
the new message. 


Verse 3.—“There shined round about 
him a light from heaven.” Some unbe- 
lievers have attributed Saul’s great 
change to a sunstroke. It was rather a 
Son-stroke, for it was the glory ‘that 
Shines from the face of Jesus that illu- 
mined his heart and life (2 Cor. 4:6). 


Verse 4—“Why persecutest thou me?” 


Stricken to the earth, Saul was amazed 
to be thus challenged in audible lan- 
guage. It was the revelation of the great 
mystery that Christ and his redeemed 
are one. 


Verse 5.—“I am Jesus.” It was the 
glorified, personal Jesus who thus ap- 
peared to him and made himself known 
by name. To touch the feeblest of his 
people was to touch him, because all 
are one today and he their living Head. 
It is evident that Saul had known con- 
siderable exercise as indicated in the ex- 
pression, “It is hard for thee to kick 
against the goads” (Acts 26:14, R. V.). 
Like a refractory ox he had been injur- 
ing himself while resisting the authority 
of the Lord. 


Verse 6.—“Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?” Convinced at once of his 
error in the past, there was instant sur- 
render to the claims of the risen Christ. 


Verse 7.—“‘Hearing a voice, but seeing 
no man.” There is no contradiction be- 
tween this statement and that of Chap- 
ter 22:9, “They heard not the voice of 
him that spake to me.” The fact is 
plain. Saul’s companions heard the 
strange sound as though it was thunder, 
but they did not recognize the words 
that were spoken. 


Verse 8.—“They led him by the hand.” 
Temporarily blinded, Saul was led by 


— 


Lesson for April 2 


others to the lodging he had already 
selected in Damascus. 

Verse 9.—“Three days without sight.” 
What Judas of Damascus thought of the 
condition of his guest we are not told. 
He must have been the cause of consid- 
erable concern. Blind, and fasting from 
both food and drink for three days, he 
pondered the greatness of the discovery 
that the One whom he had regarded as 
a deceiver was indeed Israel’s Messiah 
and. the Redeemer of lost mankind. 

Verse 10—‘“A certain disciple 
named Ananias.” Among the Damascus 
believers was one whom God selected 


.to be the messenger of his grace to the 


former persecutor of the church. 


Verse 11—‘“Behold, he _  prayeth.” 
Prayer is the natural expression of an 
exercised soul. Saul thereby expressed 
his sense of need and of dependence 
upon the living God. 


Verse 12.—“‘Hath seen in a vision... 
Ananias coming in.” Just as the’ Lord 
prepared Ananias to go, overruling all 
his objections (see vs. 13-16), so he re- 
vealed to Saul the very name of the one 
who was to visit him in answer to his 
prayer. 


Verse 17.—“‘Brother Saul.” With im- 
plicit confidence in the Word of the 
Lord, Ananias obeyed his voice and wel- 
comed the erstwhile enemy of the truth 
into the brotherhood of believers. 


Verse 18.—‘He received sight ... and 
was baptized.” As the hands of Ananias 
were’placed upon him, the blindness dis- 
appeared, and, without appreciable de- 
lay, he received Christian baptism, thus 
identifying himself outwardly with the 
Christian fellowship which he had once 
detested. 


Verse 19.—“With the disciples.” Break- 
ing his prolonged fast, Saul partook of 
food and for some days was found among 
the Damascus believers, evidently as one 
needing care and instruction before he 
began his great work of witnessing to 
the truth that Jesus is indeed the Son of 
God (v. 20). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The conversion of Saul of Tarsus was, 
as every true conversion is, a super- 
natural event. Brought face to face with 
the risen, exalted Christ, he saw himself 
a poor, guilty sinner (1 Tim. 1:15, 16), 
who had been fighting against his own 
best interests in resisting the claims of 
the Lord Jesus. Repentant and subdued, 
he yielded himself in whole-hearted alle- 
giance to the One he had spurned, hence- 
forth to count all things but loss for 
Christ (Phil. 3:7, 8). Some such crisis 
there must be in the lives of all who are 
saved, unless, indeed, they had trusted 
Jesus so early in life that they have 
never been consciously his enemies. But 
they, too, are called to a complete sur- 
render to his will when in years of ma- 
turity they recognize that he is not only 
Saviour but Lord. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Saul an Honest Opponent of Christian- 
ity. It is evident that this man was 
thoroughly convinced he was doing God 
service in persecuting the church. De- 
fending himself before King Agrippa, he 
says, “I verily thought with myself, that 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a@copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Second Quarter 
1. April 2.—Saul Becomes a New Man. 
Acts 9:1-30 
2. April 9.—Paul Preaches the Risen 
Christ (Easter). Acts 13; 1 Corinthians 15 
3. April 16. Paul Establishes Churches. 
Acts 14 
4. April 23.—Paul Wins Recognition for 
Gentile Christians. 
Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-10 
5. April 30.—Paul Crosses into Europe. 
Acts 15:36 to 17:15 
6. May 7.—Paul Works a Hard Field. 
Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
7. May 14.—Paul Evangelizes a Province. 
Acts 18:18 to 20:38; Ephesians 2 
8. May 21.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
Home (A social aspect of the liquor 
problem). 
Jeremiah 35:5-10; Ephesians 5:15-21; 6:1-4. 
9. May 28.—Paul Thinks in World Terms. 
Romans 1:1-17; 3:21-30; 5:1-11; 10:11-15 








I ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth” 
26:9). One may be absolutely certain 
that he is right when he is all wrong. 
The Word of God alone can give the 
knowledge of the truth. 


The Divine Sovereignty is seen in the 
conversion of Saul. When it pleased 
God to reveal his Son in him, he broke 
through in His own marvelous way, 
bringing the persecutor to an end of 
himself and preparing him for further 
instruction. Moreover, in the choice of 
the human instrument, we see the same 
principle carried out. It was not an 
apostle, but a plain, humble believer in 
Damascus, hitherto unknown to the 
church at large, who was the chosen in- 
strument to bring light and help to him 
who was destined to out-distance all the 
twelve apostles in his missionary labors. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Saul’s attitude before his conversion 
shows that a man can be intensely re- 
ligious and yet cruel and unreasonable. 
Are we more concerned about maintain- 
ing certain views than we are about 
manifesting the kindness of God to our 
fellows? 


Do we realize that we are grieving 
the heart of the Saviour when we seek 
to injure those who have committed 
their souls to his keeping? 

To kick against the goads was to rebel 
against discipline. Do we resent God’s 
dealings with us and so despise his chas- 
tening? 

Have we cried from penitent hearts, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 


It took much grace for Ananias to go 
to Saul with a message of forgiveness. 
Have we learned to manifest a similar 
attitude to all penitents, no matter what 
their past offences? 

The path of blessing is the path of 
obedience. Have we ceased quarreling 
with the will of God? Do we now en- 
deavor to yield instant cbedience as he 
reveals his mind to us through his Word? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Saul was sincere when persecuting the 
church, but he was sincerely wrong. 


Light from Heaven may not necessar- 


(Acts | 
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ily be visible glory as in Saul’s case, but 
it is always the prelude to salvation. 

His companions were aware of some 
strange commotion, but it was Saul alone 
who heard the voice of Jesus and saw his 
glory. 

Saul was converted on the Damascus 
turnpike, but it was in the house of 
Judas that he learned the way in which 
he was to walk. 

When a man truly prays, it is evidence 
of a genuine work of God in his soul. 
Lesson Outlines 

SavuL’s GREAT CHOICE 
(Phil. 3) 
His Religion Before He Saw the Lord 
(vs. 5 and 6) 

Trust in ordinance—“Circumcised the 
eighth day.” 

Trust in heredity—“Of the stock of Is- 
rael.” 

Glorying in his connection with the 
tribe that was loyal when others turned 
away—“Of the tribe of Benjamin.” 
~ Confidence in his religious attitude— 
“A Hebrew of the Hebrews.” 

Member of a punctilious sect—““Touch- 
ing the law, a Pharisee.” 

Zealous for the old faith—‘Persecuting 
the church.” 

Outwardly righteous—“Touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blame- 
less.” 

His Attitude After He Trusted Christ 

(vs. 7-11) 

All confidence in externals gone— 
“Counted loss for Christ.” 

Complete self-renunciation—“I have 
suffered the loss of all things.” 

A new object—“That I may win 
Christ.” 

A new position—“Be found in him.” 

A new righteousness—“The righteous- 
ness which is of God by faith.” 

A new knowledge—“That I may know 
him.” 

A new power—“The power of his res- 
urrection.” 

A new fellowship—“Of his sufferings.” 

A new manner of life—‘Conformable 
unto his death.” 

A-new hope—“The first resurrection.” 

CxIcaco. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


O© WHOM did Saul go for authority to 
arrest and punish the followers of Christ? 


2. What great truth was embodied in the 
question addressed to Saul by Jesus? 


3. In what way did Saul acknowledge 
Christ’s authority? 


4. How much time elapsed between Saul’s 
submission to Christ and his instruction as 
to his future career? 


5. Who was Ananjas? 


6. What attitude did he take, at first, 
when commanded to go to Saul? 


7. How did the Lord reassure him? 
8. What response did Ananias make? 


9. How did Saul show that he had become 
a disciple of the Lord Jesus? 


10. What is the value of Christian fellow- 
ship? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers. to the lesson questions are 
given on page 185 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited: to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are pgm 4 having to be rejected by e 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

When Arab Met Jew.—If any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new (Golden Text). A short 
time ago a friend wrote me of an inter- 
esting experience that a traveling friend 
had reported to her. A member of her 
party, traveling in Palestine, was being 
driven by an Arab chauffeur. On the 
road there was a man—a Jew—who 
was having serious car trouble. The 
Arab stopped and tried to help with the 
car, but they did not have the parts for 
repair. So the Jew was invited to get 
into the Arab’s car and ride to a garage 
for help. After the man had been left 
at the garage and the party was on its 
way again, surprise was expressed at the 
Arab’s kind treatment of the Jew. “I 
did not know that Arabs were so 
friendly to Jews,” the traveler said. The 
Arab answered, “Oh, but I am a Chris- 
tian."—From Junior Life (Richmond, 
Va.). Sent by Mary J. Galbraith, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 


The Incurable Inebriate.—If any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature 
(Golden Text). A man named Henry 
Milaus lay in a ward in Bellevue Hos- 
pital, N. Y. A group of students stood 
around his bed, while the instructing 
professor remarked: “We have discov- 
ered in this man all the marked indica- 
tions of the incurable inebriate. Note 
the dancing eyes. Note the trembling 
of the hands and other members of his 
body. ... This man can never be cured. 
He must die as he has lived, a drunk- 
ard. Nothing can save him.” Not long 
after, Ensign Hall of the Salvation Army 
describes what happened. “Amid the 
fervent ‘Hallelujahs’ of Christians in the 
hall Milaus stumbled forward. ... The 
change which took place in him was re- 
markable. What science was unable to 
do Christ accomplished in a moment. 
Nineteen years after his conversion he 
testified: ‘From that moment to the pres- 
ent I have never been tempted to take 
a drink of anything with alcohol in it. 
I should have to learn all over again 
to love the drink which for thirty-five 
years was the greatest love of my life.’” 
—From the Dawn. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto. Prize illustration. 


Our Part in Salvation—Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? (Acts 9:4.) 
“Why do you want to join the church?” 


asked the pastor of a New England boy. . 


“Because I want to show that I am a 
saved sinner.” “Do you feel that you are 
saved?” “Yes, sir.” “Who saved you?” 
“It is the work of Jesus Christ and of 
myself.” “Of yourself? What was your 
share in the work of your salvation?” 
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“I resisted, and Jesus Christ did the rest.” 
—From “Our Misunderstood Bible,” by 
H. Clay Trumbull. Sent by Marjorie M. 
Bowden, Villisca, Iowa. 


After We Are Saved.—What wilt thou 
have me to do? (v. 6.) On arrival in my 
home town from college, I proceeded at 
once to the parsonage, and gave to our 
pastor Roe a pretty fervid account of 
my new Christian awakening. He took 
the deepest interest in my account, 
meanwhile writing down a list of names. 
Then handing me the notebook, he re- 
marked: “I have here a long list of 
names of young people of the town, 
mostly unconverted. Now take this list 
and see what you can do, Just go about 
and tell them what the Lord has done 
for your own soul.” Such work was 
new to me, but I dare not flinch. The 
first young woman I visited, a special 
friend of mine, was converted that very 
day. She ran to a friend of hers, and 
that night she yielded her heart to 
Christ. Then the two went to others, 
and within a week a whole class of 
young women in the Sunday school were 
brought in a way that stirred the entire 
church and some in other churches.— 
From “From Romance to Reality,” by 
Henry Clay Mabie. Sent by W. Thor- 
burn Clark, Richmond, Va. 


Horses — and Men.—Behold, he pray- 
eth (v. 11). A minister, during his aft- 
ernoon walk, met one of his members 
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driving a horse which, judging by the 
appearance of its knees had fallen often. 
After a short chat, the minister remarked 
on the worn condition of the animal’s 
knees. “Ay, ay,” said the old man as he 
drove on, “it’s a bad sign in a horse, but 
a grand yin in a man.” “Satan trembles 
when he sees the weakest saint upon his 
knees,” — and the weakest sinner.—From 
The Sunday Companion. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


150,000 Were Mistaken.—And immedi- 
ately there fell from his eyes as it had 
been scales: and he .. . arose, and was 
baptized (v. 18). Having spent a year 
examining Chicago’s voting lists, the 
Cook County Board of Election Commis- 
sioners discloses that 150,000 of the 2,000,- 
000 permanently registered voters are 
not United States citizens. While some 
cases of deliberate fraud in registration 
have been uncovered, the Board affirms 
that most of the 150,000 were perfectly 
honest in their belief that they were citi- 
zens. They were either immigrants 
brought in as children, who incorrectly 
assumed that their parents had been 
naturalized; or those who were over 
twenty-one when their parents received 
final papers; or women who married 
non-citizens before September 22, 1922, 
and thus were not automatically natu- 
ralized when their husbands were; or 
veterans who thought war service made 
them citizens. In churches of Cook 
County, and every other county in the 
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United States undoubtedly, there. are 
men and women enrolled who are not 
children of God. Thousands and thou- 
sands of them honestly believe that they 
are; but nothing makes one a child of 
God. One becomes such in the same 
manner as one becomes a child of his 
parents— by birth; “Ye must be born 
again.”—From Now. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Canby, Minn. 
+ 4 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


‘Things Can Happen.”—As he jour- 
neyed (Acts 9:3). Note the “as he jour- 
neyed.” Things of all sorts — wonderful 
things — can happen as folks “journey.” 
So never be greatly disturbed. when 
some one goes into an antireligious erup- 
tion. 

If Stephen had said that day of the 
stoning, “Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge, for Captain Saul will some day 
join us martyrs-of-the-stones,” how Cap- 
tain Saul would have mocked (Acts 7: 
60). Then in God’s good time it all 
happened, “as he journeyed” (Acts 14: 
19). 

You see God is still ordering things 
in this world. Awhile ago in Russia we 
saw a group of Communists discarding 
. God and ordering Russian “bourgeoise” 
to execution. As I write a group of six- 
teen of these same murdering Com- 
munists were shot to death by their asso- 
ciates. (Matt. 26:52; Rev. 13:10; Jer. 17: 
10.) 

The Iron Rose Class was at the League 
Island Navy Yard on one of its “Histori- 
cal Pilgrimages.” We were given our 
lunch at the Ladies Home Journal build- 
ing, where Mr. Cyrus H. K. Curtis was to 
greet us. When I came to introduce him 
to “the boys,” I told about his early life 
as a boy in Maine. Then I told in some 
detail about how, when he came to Phil- 
adelphia and lived in Camden, he had 
been a great Sunday school worker. 

Mr. Curtis was surprised at my ac- 
cusative narrative, and smilingly said, 
with spirit, “How did you know all about 
that?” 

“Oh, a little bird told me!” I laughed 
back at him. (His son-in-law, Mr. Ed- 
ward Bok, had told me.) 

Then Mr. Curtis arose and made a 
wonderful religious address, that made a 
great impression upon the Iron Rosers. 
He bid us farewell, but when he got to 
the door he turned and came back and 
spoke again along the same line. 

The Home Journal representative who 
was assigned to lock after us said, “Mr. 
Ridgway, you must have a big pull with 
Mr. Curtis to get not only one, but two, 
fine addresses out of him. He never 
makes a speech to visiting groups.” 

“Old fellow, I just got back to where 
Mr. Curtis used to live, and for the last 
fifteen or twenty minutes he has been 
back a happy young fellow in his Sun- 
day school life.” He fell into it “as he 
journeyed” to meet the Iron Rosers! 

(Mr. Cyrus H. K. Curtis, until his 
death, was one of the Directors of The 
Sunday School Times Company.) 


The Christian’s Job—Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do? (v. 6). When you 
get to the place where you can say to the 
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Lord, “What wilt thou have me to do?” 
and really and truly mean it, you will 
have arrived, fully equipped into the 
Christian life, ready for its businéss. 

I have always liked this prayer of the 
late Dr. Stearns, “Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, and I am for thy good pleasure” 
(Rev. 4:11). 

Here in Chester County is General 
(Mad) Anthony Wayne’s’ boyhood 
stamping ground. His old home is at 
Paoli, unchanged, with the same parlor 
carpet on the floor. Yes, and the last 
time I saw it, still good after 150 years. 
That is the kind of stuff England made 
in the eighteenth century, and the Orient 
does now! Over at Valley Forge you 
can see General Wayne in bronze upon 
his fine horse, keeping one eye on the 
British down the Philadelphia way, and 
the other eye on the home at Paoli, 
across the Great Valley. 

When the spirit of General Wayne gets 
into the Christian church great things 
will be done. General Wayne said to 
George Washington when called upon 
to undertake a hard job, “General Wash- 
ington, I will storm hell if you will draw 
the plans.” 

Our Great Commander has drawn all 
the plans for the storming of “the rulers 
of the darkness of this world.” You will 
find these plans in detail in a book called 
“The Holy Bible.” 

It was said of the great German mili- 
tarist General von Moltke, when war 
with France was decided upon, he told 
his King, “You will find all the plans 
in Drawer No. 13 at the War Office.” 

“Lord, what will thou have me to do?” 
cries Saul. The thing that the Lord had 
Saul “to do” was to fight Satan and op- 
pose all his works. And that goes for 
all of us who bear the name of Christian. 


‘Ephesians 6:11-17 gives you your direc- 


tion. 


Changes.—Certain days with the dis- 
ciples (v. 19). Do not fail to note the 
significant words “certain days,” and 
“with the disciples.” Saul was probably 
one of the most brainy and cultured men 
in the whole world at the time. 

Though divinely selected for a great 
purpose, he had to go into training be- 
fore going into his work. Men who are 
converted this week and start out to 
preach next week, please take notice. 
It might save the inevitable “blow up.” 

Every now and then from platform 
and printed page we hear, “This is a day 
of trained men (and women).” So far 
as my reading goes there was always 
“a day of trained men.” 

Moses was trained both in erudite 
Egypt and in the bucolic Midian pas- 
tures. City and country joined in the 
making of his greatness (Exod. 2:15-21). 
Israel was trained in the desert in a 
forty-years’ course before moving into 
the Promised Land. Paul got his train- 
ing for Christ’s work far away from the 
poets and philosophers of his time. He 
tells us he took a three-years’ course in 
Sand Hill University! “Down East” in 
Arabia (Gal. 1:17, 18). One of the rea- 
sons of Paul’s success as a church-found- 
ing missionary can be explained with a 
country-side colloquialism, “Paul was 
not picked before he was ripe.” 

When we look into the intimate life 
history of achieving men we almost al- 
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ways find the man had “certain days” 
of getting rid of some things and putting 
on of other and more important things 
(1 Cor. 10:23). In the army it is one 
of the out-door and in-door sports to 
watch the new recruits getting rid of 
the nonessentials and carrying only the 
bare necessities for the job of being a 
soldier. 

One of the heavy loads Paul got rid of 
in his “certain days” was his prejudices. 
Among the things he took on were his 
convictions. The wise one will not worry 
when some worth-while individual goes 
into a biased criticism about some good 
thing. 

The Episcopalian rector’s daughter 
ridiculed the Salvation Army “soldiers.” 
After certain days she married the 
American wing of the Salvation Army. 
Her name is Maud Ballington Booth. 

One of the great works of “ortain 
days” is changes (Prov. 27:1). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Last quarter we studied Peter’s life and 
work, and this quarter we are having the 
life and writings of Paul. Secure a pic- 
ture or a figure to represent Paul. Be 
careful to tell the children we have no 
photograph of Paul, nor of any other Bible 
characters, but our pictures are 
or, as the children say, “Let’s play this is 
Paul.”” Use it during the quarter. Send 
home a verse with each child at every 
opportunity, for it is the entrance of the 
Word that giveth light, not the words 
of our mouths. Each child may be a mis- 
sionary to his or her own family. Do not 
neglect to give an opportunity for ac~ 
cepting and confessing Christ, even to 
your little children, for it was the “little 
children” that Christ himself called (Matt. 
19:14). 











ODAY we begin to learn some things 

about the greatest Christian in the 
Bible, but when he is first mentioned 
in the Bible he was not a Christian, he 
was a young Pharisee who hated Christ 
and Christians, and his name was Saul. 
The very first time we see him in the 
Bible, he is standing by, holding the 
coats of the men who were stoning 
Stephen to death, because he had 
preached Christ to them, and the Word 
tells us Saul was “consenting” to his 
death — that means he was willing for 
them to kill Siephen. 

The next thing we learn about Saul 
is that he was going into the houses of 
the Christians in Jerusalem, and drag- 
ging out men and women and taking 
them to prison, for believing in Jesus 
Christ. He hated Christ, and he hated 
every person who believed on him. After 
he had driven out many from Jerusalem, 
and put many in prison, he went to the 
high priest, and got letters from him to 
the Jews in Damascus, so he could go 
to that city and arrest the Christians 
there, and bring them to prison in Jeru- 
salem. 

So he and his companions set out for 
Damascus. Their hearts were filled with 
hatred, and they were hurrying along 
the road, making threats against the 
Christians, when -suddenly a light 
brighter than the noonday sun shone 
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around them. Saul fell on his face on 
the ground. Then a Voice spoke to him 
and said, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?” Saul knew it was a heavenly 
visitor who spoke, because he answered, 
“Who art thou, Lord?” Then the Lord 
Jesus answered, “I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest.” And then proud, self- 
willed, self-satisfied Saul answered, with 
trembling and wonder, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” 

What had happened to Saul? He had 
seen the Lord, and heard his voice. The 
other men saw a light and heard a voice, 
but no words. Saul had seen a vision 
so bright that he was blind and had to 
be led into Damascus, where three days 
later his sight was miraculously restored 
through the touch of Ananias. 

Saul’s heart had been changed. From 
that day, his life was lived for Christ 
alone. He never forgot the vision, but 
speaks of it several times later in life. 

The Lord Jesus is speaking to each 
one of us. I wonder if we are going to 
answer as Saul did, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” 

We will not be able to see Christ as 
Saul did, with our eyes, but we can see 
him with our heart’s eyes, and give our 
hearts and lives to him as really as Saul 
did that day on the Damascus road. 
Every one of us will love the Lord Jesus 
if we think how he loved us and died. for 
us. ‘ 

Our Memory Verse is one we should 
learn and remember, “We love him, be- 
cause he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 


Mopesto, CatirF. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Thou makest 
all things new, Lord Jesus, to those who turn 
to thee in humble confession and unreserved 
trust. How foolishly we cling to old un- 
worthy things, even when thou dost set be- 
fore us newness of life! How suddenly Saul 
became willing and eager to follow thee, and 
to put away the old life in which he had been 
an enemy of all who were friends of thine! 
It may be that some of us here today in thy 
sight are still holding to the old, instead of 
accepting the Lord Jesus and the glorious 
freedom of the new creature in Christ. May 
we awake today to our amazing privileges in 
him, and turn away from whatever has kept 
us from the newness of life which he offers. 
May we understand, by precious experiences, 
what salvation means, and yield ourselves joy- 
ously to the Lordship of Jesus. All this we 
ask in his name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever felt 
that you would like to be a better per- 
son than you have been? Have you ever 
wished that some of the old desires and 
habits might in some way be taken out 





IF IN HRIST 
THEN A NEW REATURE 


ALL THINGS NEW! 











of your life? Most of us have wished 
something like this, especially if we were 
beginning to see that many of the former 
things were unworthy, and that we 


would be glad to be free of them. Just 
think What Saul needed to get rid of 
when he was on the Damascus road, on 
his way to do everything he could to put 
Christians to death. But think a mo- 
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ment. Have any of you need today of 
becoming new in your life in God’s 
sight? Let us say together the Golden 


Text: “If any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed 
away, behold, all things are become 
new.” Do you see the condition upon 


which newness comes? What is just the 
first part of that sentence? Yes, “If any 
man be in Christ ...:’ There is the test. 
Have you accepted him as your Saviour 
and Lord? Are you indeed in Christ? 
Oh, blessed outcome, that then all things 
are become new! Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A clear-cut beginning. 
Discussion: Let’s take a little time to 
contrast the beginnings of Peter and Paul 
in the service of Jesus Christ—and ask 
ourselves frankly how we have begun — 
or how are we bevinning? 


Objective: “I can do all things through 
Christ” (Phil. 4:13). 


AY, fellows, we have studied a most 

interesting character the past three 
months in the person of Simon Peter. 
Today we begin a three-months’ study 
of another character — quite as unique, 
quite as interesting, but very different 
—in the person of Paul the apostle. 

One of these differences is in their re- 
spective beginnings in the service of 
Jesus Christ. Paul’s was a clear-cut be- 
ginning —a one hundred per cent sur- 
render and enlistment from the very 
start. Peter’s was a somewhat ragged 
one. True, he left his fishing nets and 
followed Jesus; but it was not with the 
clear understanding that Paul had. Peter 
had his worries and his misconceptions, 
and he carried them into his days with 
Jesus, as, for instance, floundering upon 
the water (Matt. 14:29, 30), paying his 
taxes (Matt. 17: 24-27) ; blundering on the 
Mount of Transfiguration (Luke 9:33); 
over self-confidence (Luke 22:31-34); 
following Jesus “afar off” (Luke 22:54); 
denying his Lord, with cursing (Matt. 
26:74) —all this during his companion- 
ship with Jesus, as a member of the 
inner circle of Jesus’ friends. But we 
must remember in making this compari- 
son that the Holy Ghost had not yet 
come upon the followers of Jesus. Paul’s 
ministry began after Pentecost. Paul 
had the illuminating presence of the 
Holy Spirit with him from the very be- 
ginning of his service to the Lord Jesus. 
That was one reason Paul’s beginning 
was so clear-cut and definite. 

The whole-souled, 100 per cent enlist- 
ment of Paul in the service of the Lord 
is all the more impressive when we think 
of what Paul was before he met the 
Lord Jesus in the way to Damascus. 
Have you ever thought of Paul’s picture 
as it is first presented in the Bible? It 
is an astonishing picture, found in Acts 
7:58. Paul is at a “lynching bee,” and he 
is taking an active part. The victim is 
Stephen, and the “crime” for which they 
are stoning Stephen to death/is that 
Stephen proclaimed Jesus Christ as the 
Messiah of prophecy, and boldly de- 
clared his own loyalty to him. In this 
part of the record, Paul is called “Saul,” 








March 18,1939: 


but he is the same man. Paul afterward: 

said he had done it ignorantly and in 

unbelief (1 Tim. 1:13), thinking he was. 

doing his duty (Acts 26:9-11), but it is. 
an amazing thing to see this persecutor 

of Jesus turn squarely around and go in 

the opposite direction of a complete sur- 

render to the One whom he had perse- 

cuted. 

When Paul surrendered to the Lord 
Jesus before the gates of Damascus, fel- 
lows, he laid down everything he had at. 
the feet: of his new Master—all his 
ecclesiastical authority, all his ambitions 
and aspirations, all his life plans, all his 
wealth, and all his splendid intellect. 
And oh, how mightily God used him! 
Just think of how much of your New 
Testament is taken up with the writ- 
ings of that marvelous mind, filled with 
and guided by the Holy Spirit and com- 
pletely yielded to the Lord Jesus! 

From the moment Paul fell at the feet. 
of the Lord Jesus that day, he saw noth- 
ing but the Lord Jesus; he counted “all 
things but lozs for the excellency of the 
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Lesson for April 2 


knowledge of Jesus Christ my lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but waste, that 
I may win Christ ... that I may know 
him, and the power of his resurrection” 
(Phil. 3:7-10). 

Fellows, the same Holy Spirit who en- 
abled Paul to do that, and to live that, 
is here today to enable you and me to 
make a complete surrender. It is the 
only way. A partial surrender brings 
only disloyalty and dissatisfaction; as 
long as you hold one thing back, it is 
incomplete. Paul entrusted the Lord 
Jesus with his whole program. You can 
do the same. Will you? 

Mr. LEBANON, Pa. 


ye 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 181) 

1. To the high priest, who was recognized 
-as the highest official in Judaism. 

& The unity of believers on earth with 
their Head in Heaven. 

3. By calling him Lord and seeking to 
know his will. 

4. Three days, during which he fasted and 
prayed. 

5. A Hebrew-Christian living in Damascus. 

6. He feared to go because of Saul’s well- 
known enmity to the disciples of Christ. 


7. By declaring Saul’s changed attitude 
and God’s own purpose regarding him. 


8. He obeyed at once and greeted Saul as 
a brother, to whom he unfolded the truth 
that had been revealed to him. 


9. By submitting to baptism and seeking 
Christian fellowship. 


10. We share with one another in the 
things of God and so are enabled to be 
helpers of each other’s faith. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To show the girls how they may 
truly become “new creations’’ in Christ. 


Activity.—The class might develop the 
following projects during the quarter: 
1. Prepare on cardboard @ large outline 
map of Paul’s “world,” to be used as the 
journeys are studied. 2. Make a large class 
scrapbook, recording the lesson story pre- 
pared each week by a different girl, to- 
gether with pictures, maps, and diagrams. 
As an incentive for good work, the class 
might plan a demonstration and exhibit of 
their work at the close of the quarter. 


Memory Verse.—‘“Therefore if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 











IRLS, aside from the Lord Jesus, 

which Bible character is your favo- 
rite? Why? Here are several reasons 
why Paul might be one of our favorites. 
His life more nearly corresponds to our 
own than that of any other prominent 
character in the Book. He, too, lived 
during this age of grace. While he was 
not personally acquainted with the Lord 
Jesus, at the same time, he got first- 
hand information from intimate com- 
panions of our Lord, and he arranged 
this information so that Christ and his 
way of life might become attractive and 
practical to those who had never seen 
the Saviour. Above all else, Paul lived 
victoriously (2 Tim. 4:7). For the next 
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three months we shall study the thrill- 
ing adventures and messages of this out- 
standing man. 

(Write the following questions on the 
blackboard, and let the first girl who 
finds the answer fill in the blank; or 
pass copies which may be answered in- 
dividually and placed in pupils’ note- 
books.) 

1. 
22:3). 

2. Paul’s father belonged to the tribe 
of (Phil. 3:5). 

3. Paul, before conversion, was a 
, a religious sect of the Jews (Acts 





was Paul’s birthplace (Acts 








26:5). 

4. Paul received a large part of his 
education from . a prominent Jew- 
ish teacher (Acts 22:3). 

5. Paul could speak at least two lan- 
guages, and —— (Acts 21:37; 
22:2). 

6. By occupation Paul was a " 
and by this means earned most of his 
own expenses (Acts 18:3; 1 Thess. 2:9). 

7. We first meet Paul during the ston- 














ing of , the first martyr (Acts 7:58, 
59; 26:10). 
8. Paul lived for a while in —— be- 


fore he started his active ministry (Gal. 
oes os 

9. The Lord chose Paul so that he 
might (Acts 9:15, 16; 1 Tim. 1:16). 

10. The main theme of Paul’s message 
was (Acts 9:20; 16:31; 17:2, 3; 1 
Cor. 2:2). 

A blind baritone often sang over a 
radio station, “God took away my eyes 
that my soul might see.” We shall find, 
as we read our text, that this was Paul’s 
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situation. Paul’s early associates were 
Pharisees, zealously concerned with the 
Mosaic law and their -own traditions. 
They were materialists, realists. “We 
won’t believe you unless you can show 
us proofs,” they told the Lord (Luke 11: 
16). Their eyes were focused upon per- 
ishable things, but their souls were dark 
(Mark 8:18). 

Such a man was Paul as we see him 
start down the road to Damascus. Per- 
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haps, as he walked, he was bragging to 
his comrades about the tortures he would 
inflict upon believers in Jesus Christ. 
How gullible people were, Paul must 
have insisted, to believe that the cruci- 
fied Nazarene was still alive. Perhaps 
the words of Stephen were still ringing 
in his ears and he was trying to argue 
them down (Acts 7:52, 56). His rantings 
must have reached their height when the 
miracle of our lesson occurred, for they’ 
were near Damascus at the time. 

Suddenly the wonder-working power 
of the Saviour was manifest, and as Paul 
fell to the earth, he saw Christ, the Lord 
of glory, and as all else faded from his 
vision, he recognized God (Acts 22:11; 
1 Cor. 2:8). Truly the crucified Jesus 
was all he had claimed to be (John 4: 
26; Heb. 7:27; 9:15; 10:20). Paul had 
found the new way to God through 
Christ. 

How did Paul’s attitude toward him- 
self change? Before the Damascus Road 
experience, Paul had gloried in his 
learning, his heritage, his authority 
(Acts 22:3-5; 26:4, 5). After conversion 
he considered himself as chief of sinners 
(1 Tim. 1:13-15). Before conversion, he 
had exalted himself. Afterward he was 
willing to suffer pain and death in order 
to make Christ known (Acts 21:13; Phil. 
1:21). 

What attitude did Paul develop toward 
other people? He made a complete 
change of alliances. Instead of persecut- 
ing believers in Christ, Paul became 
their friend and co-worker (1 Cor. 15: 
9; Gal. 1:13). Instead of hating those 
whose opinions were different from his 
own, Paul was row filled with love and 
a burden to win folks everywhere to his 
Redeemer (1 Cor. 9:22). Even during 
night hours this burden persisted (Acts 
16:9). 

What was the secret of this transfor- 
mation? Refer to the Memory Verse. 
Paul had become a “new creation.” 
What does that mean? 


“Att THINGS ARE BEcoME NEw” 
1. New freedom (Rom. 8:1, 2). 
2. New spirit (Ezek. 11:19). 

3. New ambition (Phil. 3:13, 14). 
4. New power (Rom. 6:4). 

5. New manner (Eph. 4:24). 

6. New song (Psa. 40:3). 


We speak of this incident as Paul’s 
conversion. What is meant by conver- 
sion? Conversion=Shifting out of re- 
verse gear, and traveling forward with 
Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). 

Assignment: - Before we start the 
studies of Paul’s travels, we shall learn, 
as Paul learned, what it means to have 
a risen Christ. Review the books of the 
New Testament for drill, and memorize 
Luke 24:34). 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
ve 


Does Scriptural Contending”’ 
Involve a Fight? 
(Continued from second page) 


cal references. They both give the use of 
the word by Plutarch, Fabius Maximus, 
paragraph 23, in which Fabius reminds his 
insubordinate colleague Minucius “that it 
was not Fabius with whom he had to 
CONTEND, but Hannibal.” Some may enter- 
tain the idea that Fabius and Minucius 
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played a game of ball or ran a foot race 
with Hannibal, but the history of the 
Punic Wars will hardly bear it out! 


In the light of the clear meaning and 
usage of the verb itself, and in the light of 
its context in an Epistle devoted almost 
entirely to an exposure of apostasy and its 
effects, any attempt to emasculate the key 
verb, calling Christ’s soldiers to the colors, 
to being nothing more than a pallid ex- 
hortation to good conduct, is manifestly 
to wrest Scripture. 

Here is a quotation from J. R. Lumby, 
D.D., who writes in a Commentary 
edited by F. C. Cook. “So it is for pure 
teaching that he [Jude] is urgent on his 
readers to contend.” “The pernicious re- 
sults of such perversions of the faith 
were now making themselves felt, and 
so it is not without reason that the writer 
of this Epistle places in the forefront of 
his Letter that the faith has once for all 
been delivered to the saints, the belief 
in Christ which the new teachers had 
cast off.” 

It is interesting to note also the mean- 
ing of the verb agonizomai (from which 
the other verb comes) in the New Testa- 
ment according to Thayer. The word 
appears in eight passages: 

In 1 Corinthians 9:25 it means to enter 
a contest, contend in the gymnastic 
games. 

In John 18:36 it means to contend with 
adversaries, fight. 

In Colossians 1:29; 1 Timothy 4:10; 6: 
12; 2 Timothy 4:7 it means to contend, 
struggle, with difficulties and dangers 
antagonistic to the Gospel. 

In Luke 13:24 and Colossians 4:12 it 
means to endeavor with strenuous zeal, 
strive (to obtain something). 


Speaking of epagonizomai in Jude 3, 
Dean Alford in his fine Greek Testament 
claims that the epi, shown in the first 
syllable of the verb, gives the purpose 
for which the fight is to be waged. This 
is very significant in the light of the 
word “faith” in that verse, which means 
the Christian faith — the content or body 
of Christian doctrine. Stier translates it, 
“to fight for the faith.” We see the force 
of Jude’s exhortation to contend for the 
faith because of what he says in verse 4 
of certain men denying our only Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ. The whole con- 
text of Jude’s brief Epistle surely shows 
that he is speaking about militant oppo- 
sition to those within the professing 
Christian Church who defile the true 
Gospel. 


Mr. Graham’s letter continues: 


The most surprising statement in the 
Pennsylvania reader’s letter is that “there 
are evidently no other New Testament ex- 
hortations to corroborate Jude 3 in the 
sense of ‘fighting for’ the faith.” The 
other New Testament material to substan- 
tiate this understanding of Jude 3 is 
abundant. Paul by precept and example 
provides plenty, there being hardly one 
of his Epistles in which the polemical 
element does not occupy a prominent part. 
The Epistle to the Galatians is almost en- 
tirely a polemic against the Judaizers. In 
Timothy he not only warns against the 
cankerous effects of the words of unbe- 
lieving heretics, but calls them by name. 
He commands Timothy to “fight the good 
fight of the faith,” he commends the 
Philippians that they are “partakers of his 
grace in the defence and confirmation of 
the Gospel,” and he commands the Ephe- 
sians to put on the whole armor of God. 
If it-be objected that the latter command 
is to spiritual warfare against spiritual 
forces, let us be reminded that the spir- 
itual forces operate through human agen- 
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Lesson for April 2 


cies. The gentle John takes up a large 

part of his First Epistle warning against 

false prophets and giving their earmarks. 

THe Sunpay Scoot Tres believes 
with its whole heart in the Christian 
duty cf controversy. It has taken this 
position repeatedly in its columns 
through the years, and in an editorial 
in this department in the issue of August 
18, 1934, the Tuwes said: 

Every physician, if he is really a bless- 
ing to his community, is a confirmed and 
life-long controversialist. His contro- 
versy is with disease and with all that 
would bring disease. What would this 
minister think of a Public Health Officer 
who never told his public anything about 
the danger of typhoid fever from pol- 
luted water, the danger of tuberculosis, 
and other similar dangers and disease? 
The health officer gives as much pub- 
licity as possible to the dangers result- 
ing from these things, and he saves lives 
by so doing. Yet his important contro- 
versy is limited to temporal and bodily 
matters; how much more important is 
the controversy that affects souls for 
eternity ! 

Every minister is a controversialist, — 
if he has any controversy with sin and 
the consequences of sin in the lives of 
his people. He must tell the truth about 
sin, he must expose the subtlety and de- 
structiveness of sin; therefore he is a 
controversialist. 

The New Testament very plainly com- 
mands the Church of Christ to reprove 
and rebuke, in season and out of season. 
The Trmes has had very gracious evi- 
dence of God’s use of its controversial 
articles in leading people out of dark- 
ness into light; away from danger into 
safety. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











. 
April 9. The Greatest Victory of All Time. 
1 Cor. 15:1-20 (Easter). : 





Sunday, April 2 


“I Would Be Strong” 
(2 Cor. 11:21-31) 





Men.—Strength in God’s presence (Psa. 
46:1-7). 

Tues.—Strength in leadership (Josh. 1: 
2-9). 

Wed.—Strength in weakness (2 Cor. 12: 
7-10). 

Thurs.—Strength in inner conflict (Rom. 
$:12-18). 

Fri.—Strength in God’s armor (Eph. 6: 
10-17). 

Sat.—Strength of Christ in suffering (1 
Pet. 2:21-25). 











O THE Christian, being strong is not 

a matter of preference. God’s Word 
is replete with definite commands to be 
strong (Isa. 35:4; 1 Cor. 16:13; Eph. 6: 
10; 2 Tim. 2:1). God does not intend 
that any of us should be weak, flabby 
Christians. However, some of us who 
have had a real desire to be strong spir- 
itually have found that spiritual strength 
does not come merely with the wishing 





. to such a one, 
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or the willing. We are much in the 
same state as a man on a bed of illness, 
wasted by disease. What a tragedy it 
would be for a human physician to say 
“Come now, be strong!” 
We know that a human physician would 
first give the man medicine to counter- 
act the disease. Then he would see that 
he had nourishing and strengthening 
food, and, at length, suitable exercise in 
order that he might become strong. 


ye 

God does not mock us when he com- 
mands us in his Word to “be strong.” 
In the death of the Lord Jesus Christ 
on the cross for our sins, he has con- 
quered the wasting and death-dealing 
effect of sin. When we accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ as our Saviour, we become 
new creatures in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 
5:17). 

But we also need strengthening food 
and nourishment, and so God has made 
available to us his Word, through which 
we might be strengthened in the inner 
man. He urges us to come to’him with 
all of our wants and requests so that 
the peace of God may remove our fears 
and doubts, and so that we may be built 
up in fellowship with him. He sends us 
out as his witnesses so that through the 
exercise of our faith we may become 
strong (Isa. 30:15). 


ye 

But just as a sick man, healed and 
raised up from a bed of illness and re- 
stored to health and strength, may be 
weakened and prostrated by further in- 
roads of disease unless protected and 
fortified against them, so the believer 
may be made spiritually weak and in- 
effective without the protection that God 
gives. His word tells us what some of 
these safeguards are in Ephesians 6, 
verses 10 to 18,—the girdle of truth, 
the breastplate of righteousness, the 
shoes of the Gospel of peace, the shield 
of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit. All of these we 
shall find are just the Lord Jesus himself, 
who through his indwelling presence 
fortifies us and safeguards us against all 
the attacks of the Enemy who would 
weaken us and make our testimony a 
failure and our work for Christ futile. 


b4 

And now some of us are doubtless 

wondering why it is that, among those 
who claim to know and serve the Lord 
Jesus, there are not more strong, true 
Christians. There is a secret that is 
sometimes overlooked in this matter of 
being strong. Sometimes, we get the 
idea that by some miraculous process 
we ourselves will be made stronger and 
stronger until we shall be able to with- 
stand temptations and sin and doubt 
and fear. God never promises to do 
this for us in this life. He tells us that 
we are to be strong in his might. We 
are to be strengthened with all might, 
“according to his glorious power” (Col. 
1:11), and “by his Spirit in the inner 
man; that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith” (Eph. 3:16, 17). 

It was this great truth that the Lord 
imparted to Paul when he said to him, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness” 
(2 Cor. 12:9). It was not Paul’s strength 
that was made perfect, but God’s 
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SPECIAL FOR EASTER 


Your name written in GOLD FREE on any of 
LEARY’S SPECIALLY PRICED BIBLES 


’s Bible No. 305. 

50c ee ee ok 

Bi 1004. 
T5¢ To aK a 7% 

95 Refereqes Bible No. 1560 
c Size 5% x 8% 


$1 .25 Bible SS a ne ES hie 
All numbers Divinity Circuit except 


Everyone an extraordinary and pte Me 
Bible bargain. 

Write for our descriptive circular of Bible bar- 
gains, including Scofield’s. 

ACT NOW-—take advanta, 
offers — satisfaction guarantee 


LEARY’S BOOK STORE 
THE LARGEST OLD BOOK STORE IN AMERICA 
Ninth Street below Market, Philadelphia, Pa. 


age of these special 























Order Early Your Easter 
Communion Cups 











FOLDING CHAIRS= 


Brand New Steel Folding Chairs. 
Full Upholstered Back and 
Rubber Feet. Send for Sample. 
$16.00 a Dozen. 
REDINGTON CO., Dept. 50, SCRANTON, PA. 























In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, ads well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 








FILMS DEVELOPED 

Immediate Service |! Ne 
toy gy Roll developed, carefully printed 
and choice of two beautiful 5x7 double- 
weight professional enlargements, one 
3 tinted enlargement, or eight reprints for 
Reprints 2c each. 


THE PHOTO MILL 
Box 629-28 Minneapolis, Minn. 


—manina OPPORTUNITY— 


Organizations, Schools, Individuals, etc., 
make money easily selling HANDY WACKS, 





25c coin. 














MONEY 


popular ba gga paper items—sell quickly, 
make rofits and repeat. RITE 
TODA tor FREE catalog and interesting 


information. 
HANDY WACKS CORPORATION 
Sparta, Michigan Dept. S 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


are based 
squarely on 
the Bible 


U Lesson tand for and the 
undton wed ba Conon by evened 
tians. Undenominational uncontrov 
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strength made perfect or complete, and 
allowed to have its way unhindered 
through Paul’s -weakness.- Dr. Mathe- 
son has beautifully expressed this se- 
cret of being strong in his well-known 
hymn, “Make Me a Captive, Lord,” the 
last verse of which reads: 

My will is not my own 

Till Thou hast made it Thine; 
If it would reach the monarch’s throne 
It must its crown resign: 
It only stands unbent, 
Amid the clashing strife, 
When on Thy bosom it has leant, 
And found in Thee its life. 

Are you willing to yield all that you 
are and have that the Lord Jesus may 
rule unhindered in your life? If so, 
you may indeed be strong in the power 
of his might. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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At Chalfonte-Haddon Hall 
we believe giving full value 
calls for a lot more than a com- 
fortable bed, large, cheerful 
accommodations, and three 
good meals a day. So we have 
provided sunny lounges, game 
rooms, nurseries, concerts, plays, 
and frequent parties. 

We like to see our guests 
enjoying these and many other 
hospitalities along with their sea- 
side pastimes. It shows us they're 
pleased. And that, above all else, 
is our aim. Restricted clientele. 


LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


CHALFONTE- 
HADDON HALL‘ 


On the Boardwalk 
ATLANTIC CITY 
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A Note of Thanks 
from Dr. lronside 


READER of ‘THE SuNDAY ScHOOL 

Times, whose conscience was exer- 
cised before God because of the fact 
that she had not been giving the Lord 
his portion of her income, recently sent 
in a considerable sum of money to the. 
Moody Church, to be used in their work. 
She addressed her letter to the pastor, 
Dr. H. A. Ironside, saying that something 
he had written in THe Sunpay ScHOoL 
Trmes had stirred her to send the gift, 
adding that it was tithe money of which 
she had been robbing God. No name 
was given, and Dr. Ironside desires tc 
take this opportunity of acknowledging 
the gift, and assuring the donor that it 
has been applied as suggested. 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 27 to April 2 


Mon.—Acts 26:1-5. Saul’s Training. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My manner of 
life from my youth.” Culture and God’s 
grace appear in Paul in his defense be- 
fore Agrippa. Paul was polite and gen- 
tlemanly. We, too, are called upon to 
be “courteous” (1 Pet. 3:8). Make the 
most of your opportunities. Knowledge 
and culture are aids in holy service. 
Pray for the Bible Evangelistic Crusade, 
928 N. La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Tues.—Acts 26:9-11. Saul, the Persecutor. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Many of the 
saints did I shut up in prison... when 
they were put to death, I gave my vote 
against them” (marg.). Sincerity was 
apparent in Paul’s testimony. He gave 
all glory and honor to the Lord. He 
never forgot that he was “a sinner saved 
by grace.” Saul the “old man” became 
Paul the new man through the cleans- 
ing blood of Christ. Pray for the Egypt 
Salaam Mission, Port Said. 


Wed.—Acts 9:1-9. Paul’s Conversion. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “There shined 
round about him a light from heaven.” 
Conversion begins with a sight of the 
Crucified. A glimpse of the dying Sav- 
iour transforms. The means is the Word; 
the Spirit is the Agent. “Christ hath 
been evidently set forth, crucified among 
you” (Gal. 3:1). Painless, dry-eyed con- 
versions today result from seeing only 
the minister instead of Christ crucified. 
One look at the Lamb of God convicts, 
converts, and transforms. Pray for the 
French South-East Mission, Digne, 
France. 


Thurs.—Acts 9:10-19. Saul and Ananias. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: “Arise, and go.” 
Conviction of sin is a secret experience; 
but conversion is a public evidence of 
an inward change. The soul-winning 
ministry of the Spirit is carried’ ‘on 
through “Fishers of Men.” God’s scheme 
of salvation demands that we, too, “arise 
and go” to some soul in distress ahout 


' for the Raymond Lull Home, 


North Africa. 


Fri.—Acts 9:20-30. Saul and Barnabé 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
him ... brought him.. ea 
how he had seen the Lord.” One Chrig 
tian helps another. We undoubt 
pass up many wonderful opportunities: 
for doing good. A potential servant of 
God needing help right now may be- 
come a “son of consolation.” Be a Bar- 
nabas to some soul. Pray for the Lee 
Memorial Mission, Calcutta, India. 


Sat.—John 3:1-11. The New Birth. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye must be born 
again.” Regeneration is the universal 
necessity. Over the portals of the King- 
dom of God it stands irrevocably writ- 
ten: “YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN!” 
“Born of the Spirit and washed in 
Christ’s blood,” makes one a child of 
God. Have you been born of God? Pray 
for the Bible Seminary for Women, 
Shanghai, China. 

Sun.—2 Corinthians 5:11-19. 
’ A New Man in Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A new creature.” 
Christian, you will become perfect at 
death or translation. Your new nature 
comes into glorious perfection in Para- 
dise. As “new creatures” we should 
“put off the old man with his deeds.” 
“If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.” 
Pray for the Toronto Jewish Mission, 
611 Dundas Street, W., Toronto. 
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